
Spring 2020  
 

 
 

 
        TH

E JU
N

IO
R LEA

G
U

E O
F H

O
U

STO
N

, IN
C

. 
H

O
U

STO
N

 N
EW

S

All covers_HN Covers Witer  11/12/13  2:33 PM  Page 4All covers_HN Covers Witer  11/12/13  2:33 PM  Page 4

1811 Briar Oaks Lane
Houston, Texas 77027

713.622.4191       

fax 713.622.3160
www.jlh.org

T H E  J U N I O R  L E A G U E  O F  H O U S T O N ,  I N C .

S P R I N G  2 0 2 0

HOUSTON NEWS

BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED
Houston       Dallas       Grapevine              SewellCadillac.com

SEWELL PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON.

Houston       Dallas       Grapevine              SewellCadillac.com

SEWELL PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON.

Houston       Dallas       Grapevine              SewellCadillac.com

SEWELL PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON.

Houston       Dallas       Grapevine              SewellCadillac.com

SEWELL PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON.



Hope for a 
healthy future

Juliana’s care at Texas Children’s Hospital began in the months before her birth 
because of a severe congenital heart defect. Her family feared the worst when 
she was also born prematurely. But when she was 17 days old, Juliana received 
a new heart—and her family received the hope they were seeking. 

Texas Children’s is dedicated to providing the highest quality care for all those 
who come to us for treatment, from before birth into their adult lives. Your 
donation can help us do just that and give children like Juliana the best chance 
for a happy and healthy future. 

Donate today at give.texaschildrens.org

Steadfast
When you’re little, nothing comforts you quite 
like your mother’s touch. Time marches on, but 
a mother’s love never does; its imprint stays with 
you forever. Likewise, a woman’s experience 
giving birth often stays with her in vivid detail 
for the rest of her life. That’s one reason why we 
believe women should be in charge of choosing 
the delivery they want – midwife or OB, natural 
or medicated, VBAC or C-section – while we stand 
by with the experience and expertise to ensure 
medical needs are met.

Here for life.

© 2020 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. PFW_212750_19

PFW_212750_19_ad_HFL_OB_MeganB_JLH.indd   1 12/2/19   3:57 PM
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S 

B U D G E T  D I R E C T O R
Vanessa Stabler

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  D I R E C T O R
JeNeika Smith Boone

C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T  D I R E C T O R  –  
C U LT U R E  A N D  E N R I C H M E N T

Sarah Brents Dennis

C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T  D I R E C T O R  –  
E D U C AT I O N  A N D  M E N T O R S H I P

Sameka Wood

C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T  D I R E C T O R  –  
FA M I LY  S U P P O R T
Casey Jo Chapman

C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T  D I R E C T O R  –  
H E A LT H  A N D  W E L L - B E I N G

Catherine Zarate Watkins

C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T  D I R E C T O R  –  
N E I G H B O R H O O D  O U T R E A C H

Geré Cole

C O M M U N I T Y  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Kalinda Ilesha Campbell

D E V E L O P M E N T  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Julie Danvers Baughman

D I R E C T O R - AT- L A R G E
Helyna Bledsoe

D I R E C T O R - AT- L A R G E
Elizabeth Thompson Smith

D I R E C T O R - AT- L A R G E  –  
D E V E L O P M E N T
Amanda Boffone

D I R E C T O R - AT- L A R G E  –  
F I N A N C E

Megan A. Ryan

F I N A N C I A L  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Katherine “Katie” Bailey Grahmann

M E M B E R S H I P  V I C E  P R E S I D E N T
Amanda Lauren Hanks

P R E S I D E N T
Jayne Sheehy Johnston

P R E S I D E N T- E L E C T
Rachel Podsednik Regan

R E C O R D I N G  S E C R E TA R Y
Leslie Bramlett Keyes

S T R AT E G I C  P L A N N I N G  D I R E C T O R
Abbey Roberson

S U S TA I N E R  A D V I S O R
Kristen Kors Buck

T E A  R O O M  D I R E C T O R
Lauren Rae Brown

T R A I N I N G  A N D  E D U C AT I O N  D I R E C T O R
Courtney Fairchild Durham
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H O U S T O N  N E W S  S TA F F 

E D I T O R
Sara-Nell Van Lant

W R I T E R
Sarah Davidson

S U S TA I N E R  W R I T E R S
Allyson Cook
Peggy Roe

S U S TA I N E R  A D V I S O R
Melissa Midori Matsu

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  D I R E C T O R
JeNeika Smith Boone

C O M M U N I T Y  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  M A N A G E R
Jenn Char

D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  M A N A G E R
Lindsey Falconer

F I N A N C E  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  M A N A G E R
Lindsey Raspino

M E M B E R S H I P  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  M A N A G E R
Katherine “Katie” Doyle

T E A  R O O M  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S  M A N A G E R
Jennifer Edwards

A D  S A L E S  C H A I R M A N
Elizabeth Roath Garcia

A D  S A L E S  AS S I S TA N T  C H A I R M A N
Heather Sturlese

P H O T O G R A P H Y  C H A I R M A N
Judith “Judy” Peterson

P H O T O G R A P H Y  AS S I S TA N T  C H A I R M A N
Alicia Layfield

P H O T O G R A P H E R S
Patricia “Tricia” Jackson

Haylie Lehtovaara

D E S I G N
Limb Design

P R I N T I N G
Bayside Printing

The Junior League of Houston, Inc. is an organization of women 
committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of 
women, and improving communities through the effective action and 
leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational 
and charitable.

Houston News is published in the winter and spring. The Junior League 
office is located at 1811 Briar Oaks Lane, Houston, Texas 77027, 
713.622.4191, www.jlh.org. Contents of Houston News may not be 
reprinted or reproduced without permission from The Junior League 
of Houston, Inc. Copyright 2020 by The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
All rights reserved.  
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THIS ISN’T
PATIENT
30499-9.
THIS IS EMMA.

24/7 PEDIATRIC COVERAGE. 
ONE-OF-A-KIND PERSONALIZED CARE.

Advancing health. Personalizing care.

With over 40 specialty programs, we’re able to put your chil-
dren exactly where they need to be - first. We offer 24/7 
pediatric coverage and one-of-a-kind personalized care at 
Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital in the Texas Medical 
Center and at three community hospital locations. Because 
at Children’s Memorial Hermann we believe there’s only one 
way to treat your child - as our own.

childrens.memorialhermann.org

PUBLICATION:
Junior League
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12.13.19
JOB NUMBER:  
MHH-2019
Advertising-Dec   
CLIENT: 
Memorial Hermann
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4cp; 150ls; 
SWOP  
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Higher success rates come 
from better clinics.

Colette Lola
11.14 • 8lb 4oz • 18in

Learn how CCRM can help build your family. 
The First Name in Fertility.

For over 30 years, CCRM’s leading fertility science, labs and treatments 
 have helped turn hopeless journeys into speechless moments.

ccrmivf.com/houston
(713) 465-1211Formerly Houston IVF
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

P R E S I D E N T
“ W h e r e  f l o w e r s  b l o o m ,  s o  d o e s  h o p e . “    -- L a d y  B i r d  J o h n s o n

	 For nearly a century, the Junior League 

of Houston has carried out its mission to 

promote voluntarism, develop the potential 

of women, and improve communities through 

the effective action and leadership of trained 

volunteers. In the wake of stay-at-home orders 

and social distancing guidelines related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the League’s way of 

serving our members and our community has changed, but the 

relevancy of the League’s mission has not. As our community, and 

our world, navigates these unprecedented circumstances, the spirit 

of voluntarism is needed more than ever. Empowered League 

leaders have stepped up to lead our members and our community 

with grace and compassion. This issue is a celebration of the 

impact of the League’s volunteer service and leadership training, 

and its innate ability to build stronger communities…in the good 

times and in the most challenging circumstances. 

	 In the COVID-19 article, we shine a well-deserved spotlight 

on the efforts made by our League members to support Houston’s 

basic needs, to provide valuable community resources, and to 

boost member and community morale. The work of our leaders 

and volunteers over the last several months has been nothing 

short of remarkable, and we are uplifted by the selfless work of 

our volunteers whose civic-minded efforts are making an impact 

in Houston.  

	 Altruism, social change and civic leadership are at the heart 

of what the Junior League of Houston stands for, and no one 

embodies these principles better than the League members  

who are highlighted in this issue of Houston News, including the 

2019 – 2020 Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award  

winner, Megan Hotze, and the 1969 – 1970  

League President, Vale Asche Russell, who is 

featured In Memoriam. 

    As I turned through the pages in this issue, 

preparing to write this greeting, it was striking 

to see the pre-COVID events. Gathering in 

joyful celebration for Charity Ball, Tea Room and 

Sustainer Events, engaging in hands-on, in-person activities to 

serve our community, even group photos seem like a distant 

memory during this period of quarantine and isolation. However, 

this experience has shown us all something so valuable…the 

importance of connection that the League gives its members to 

each other and to our Community, whether we are physically 

together or connected in a shared spirit and a shared mission. 

Houston is better because this community of leaders and 

volunteers is there to serve its most critical needs. I am so proud 

to serve as President of this organization!

	 As we move forward with cautious optimism, we know that 

we are united in our hope and our desire to protect ourselves, 

our loved ones, and the communities where we live and work. 

The seeds of hope that are planted with acts of compassion, good 

deeds, or efforts to help our community can have an outstanding 

effect when they are nurtured and allowed to bloom. The League’s 

efforts simply wouldn’t be possible without the many volunteers, 

donors, community partners and friends of the League who 

commit their time, energy and resources to bettering Houston. 

Thank you for your unwavering support that allow us to plant 

these seeds. 

GRATEFULLY,

JAYNE JOHNSTON

PRESIDENT



A�liated with Baylor College of Medicine

Today is the day to start 
a new journey.

Believe in 
change

Hope begins with a call: 832-255-7260

Visit us at MenningerClinic.org

It takes courage to seek help for the stresses of 

life like depression, anxiety and other mental 

health concerns, including addiction. And that’s 

why we’re here — to support you on your 

journey. Our caring, experienced therapists and 

doctors can help you uncover the underlying 

issues that may be a�ecting you, chart a course 

to good mental health and help you discover 

the full possibilities of tomorrow. 
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

E D I T O R
“ G i v i n g  f r e e s  u s  f r o m  t h e  f a m i l i a r  t e r r i t o r y  o f  o u r  o w n  n e e d s  b y  o p e n i n g  o u r  m i n d  

t o  t h e  u n e x p l a i n e d  w o r l d s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o t h e r s . ”   -- B a r b a r a  B u s h

	 Little did we know when President 

Jayne Johnston picked this year’s theme 

“Bloom Where You Are Planted” 

how applicable that would be in this 

challenging time. As we adjust to our new normal amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic, League members remain 

steadfast in responding to the needs of others.

	 Although League activities were cancelled at the 

building and in our community placements, members 

continue to be passionate about serving others. 

Opportunities to help include volunteering through 

food banks, meal delivery services, as well as checking 

on neighbors and others in need. During a time of 

crisis, it reminds us how much we need each other. 

Priorities have been rearranged and basic needs are not 

taken for granted.

	 No one knew this League year would end during 

a pandemic. My family and I adjusted to working 

from home, home schooling, social distancing and 

missing all the things we have taken for granted. We 

realize how blessed we are amid the hardships many 

are facing. We try to do our part to make things better. 

My family and I joined other League 

members in decorating paper lunch 

bags for Kids’ Meals Inc. and filled 

them with shelf stable milk, granola 

bars and peanut butter crackers, and Kids’ Meals then 

adds a sandwich. The need has swelled, and they now 

provide lunch to over 7,000 children each day.

	 We have dropped groceries off at neighbors’ 

doorsteps and called community members to check 

on them. Still it does not seem like enough. I know 

many of my fellow volunteers and friends feel the same 

way. We have been trained to reach out and make a 

difference. Not being able to help others in person has 

been difficult, yet the best way to serve our community 

has been to stay at home and find creative ways to help 

from afar. 

	 In this issue of Houston News, you will read about 

League memories from the past and celebrations of 

the present. Be blessed with the hope and promise that 

tomorrow brings and that we will get through this 

together. The future is bright because we will make it 

that way.

SINCERELY,

SARA-NELL VAN LANT

EDITOR



Woman-first healthcare 
at every stage of her life.
Houston’s first and only hospital dedicated  
to the health of women.

womanshospital.com

TWH-20-009 Junior League Ad March-v2.indd   1TWH-20-009 Junior League Ad March-v2.indd   1 3/10/20   12:53 PM3/10/20   12:53 PM
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	 In March 2020, the COVID-19 virus began to spread across 

the United States, leading to several cities and states enacting stay-

at-home orders for several weeks. While a number of the Junior 

League of Houston community placements were temporarily 

halted due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in true Junior League of 

Houston tradition, the League rallied to continue to support the 

Houston community, as well as its own members, in several ways. 

	 In early April, the League published a list of volunteer 

opportunities via the League’s website that members and 

supporters could complete from home, including purchasing 

critically needed items from BEAR… Be A Resource for CPS Kids 

and Casa de Esperanza, writing notes to families staying at Ronald 

McDonald House Houston, decorating lunch bags and packing 

lunch kits at home for Kids’ Meals, donating personal protective 

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E 

COVID -19
by JeNeika Smith Boone and Amanda Hanks 

J L H  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y 
D U R I N G  T H E 

C O V I D - 1 9  PA N D E M I C

RMH House Manager Molly Berg
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equipment or medical equipment and recording thank you messages 

to healthcare workers for Project C.U.R.E. and volunteering in small 

shifts to support the Houston Food Bank. Volunteers in Sing Along 

with Seniors placement filmed videos and assembled activity book care 

packages to share with senior centers in the Houston community. The 

League also created a JLH Emeritus Member Check-In where League 

members made phone calls to check in with all 340 of the League’s 

Sustainer Emeritus members (80-plus year-old League members) 

during the local stay-at-home order.

	 The Pantry offered a variety of fresh and delicious meals for 

purchase to the community as area grocery stores saw long lines and 

shortages of many items. Volunteers from the Ronald McDonald 

House Houston and Casa De Esperanza House of Hope placement 

delivered meals on behalf of the League to residents, while observing 

social distancing guidelines. In honor of Mother’s Day, the League 

delivered breakfast bundles from The Pantry to healthcare heroes at 

The Woman’s Hospital of Texas, a community partner.

	 Several League members were able to directly continue to work 

with our agencies to fill the gap with much needed sustenance during 

this difficult time. As the stay-at-home orders were eased at the end of 

April, the League offered additional volunteer shift opportunities to 

assist Books Between Kids and Kids’ Meals during the month of May. 

	 The League hosted several virtual Membership Engagement 

Events, including a virtual dance party, as a means for members to stay 

In honor of Mother’s Day, the League delivered breakfast bundles from The Pantry to healthcare heroes at The Woman’s Hospital of Texas, a community partner.

JLH President Jayne Johnston and General Manager Malcolm Rowland in the reopened Tea Room (left) 
 JLH staff members distribute pantry meals from the League garage (right)
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Laura Czapski, Ronald McDonald House Houston Chairman

 Casey Jo Chapman, Community Impact Director - Family Support 
dropped off meals at Ronald McDonald House Houston

JLH Chef Michael Smith loads pantry items for delivery

connected. Trainings and sub-councils, councils and the Board 

of Directors meetings were all held virtually beginning in March. 

The May General Meeting, including the passing of the gavel, was 

recorded, turned into a YouTube video and sent out to all members 

to watch remotely. 

	 At the final Board of Directors Meeting of the League year, 

the Board approved $47,000 in community program funds to be 

dispersed to the Houston community for COVID-19 related relief, 

which included:

• �$25,000 to Kids’ Meals of Houston to help them serve nearly 

7,500 children a day, who would otherwise go hungry during this 

time when school is out of session,

• �$9,000 to BEAR (Be A Resource for CPS Kids) who 

unfortunately are seeing an uptick in their CPS cases during 

this time,

• �$6,500 to Baylor Teen Health Clinic to provide diapers and wipes 

to moms who cannot otherwise afford them and

• �$6,500 to Star of Hope to help them address food insecurity for 

the women and children living in their homeless shelter.

	 In the true spirit of a JLH volunteer, the League’s members 

rose to the challenges of the past few months and found creative 

and innovative ways to continue providing support to the Houston 

community while adhering to local stay-at-home orders. // 
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Kids’ Meals bags by Melissa Matsu and Phil Leedell

Sustainer Jennifer Howard and her goddaughter Ellie Elmore made bags with 
encouraging words for Kids’ Meals.

The League is grateful to all our members, staff, and the Houston 

community for their help and their contributions during this time. 

Thank you for continuing to Build A Better Community!



14

T
H

E
 J

U
N

IO
R

 L
E

A
G

U
E

 O
F 

H
O

U
S

TO
N

, I
N

C
.  

|  

FA M I LY- F R I E N D LY  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C H  E V E N T S  F O C U S  O N  

CHILDREN & EDUCATION
by Sarah Davidson

	 This year the Community Outreach Events Committee offered a 

fresh take on group meetings by giving League members the chance to 

volunteer alongside their families in the inaugural Family Service Day 

established on Saturday, November 23, 2019.

	 After hearing League members’ glowing reviews of last year’s 

family-friendly inaugural focus area event with Undies for Everyone, 

Community Vice President, Kalinda Campbell, decided to prioritize 

similar service opportunities where League members could invite their 

significant others and children. Kalinda shared, “League leadership 

listens closely to member feedback. My goal for this year’s Community 

Outreach Events was to align League members’ enthusiasm for 

including their families with dedicating service hours to the focus area 

of Children’s Education.” Ashlee Kilchrist, Community Outreach 

Events Committee Chair, noted the reasons behind the success of the 

family-focused event: “This Community Outreach Event earned group 

meeting credit, took place on a weekend and eliminated the need for 

childcare. These factors made it a great fit for League members who 

are parents.” 

	 The League hosted its first annual Family Service Day at the 

Nature Discovery Center in Bellaire. In this inaugural event, over 

80 League members volunteered with their families, partners, and 

children of all ages, including wearable babies. In the one-hour 
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volunteer activity, League members and families worked in the gardens, 

pruned and weeded the trail, removed litter from the grounds, learned 

about animal care, and prepared craft kits for future school group 

visits. Afterward the children were treated to a meet and greet with the 

Discovery Center’s Animal Ambassadors. 

	 At the conclusion of Family Service Day, JLH President, Jayne 

Johnston hosted the participants for snack time at her home. 

Community Outreach Events Committee member Hannah Laser 

reflected, “The first annual Family Service Day was a great success! 

The event created an opportunity for family members to participate 

in League voluntarism while inspiring the next generation of young 

leaders to serve our local community.” 

Other Community Outreach Events for the 2019-2020 
League Year include:

Backpack Buddy Program  
	 in partnership with the Houston Food Bank

Childspree in partnership with Child Advocates, Inc.

Family Service Day at Nature Discovery Center

Kids in the Kitchen at the League

Minor League Day at the League //
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2 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y 

Pen Pals
 by Jenn Char

	 The Pen Pals community project was initiated by the League in 1994, and it is celebrating its 

25th anniversary this year. The mission of Pen Pals is to support the education of children in public 

schools by using letter writing to improve reading, writing, penmanship, and vocabulary skills. 

	 In the placement, League volunteers are paired with third through fifth grade students at one of 

four Houston Independent School District elementary schools. These four schools serve a diverse 

population of students, many of whom receive free or reduced-price lunch. In the 2019 – 2020 

school year, approximately 500 elementary students established meaningful relationships with League 

volunteers through this placement. 

	 Throughout the school year, League volunteers exchange handwritten letters approximately twice 

every month with their pen pals. Volunteers send letters that are engaging and fun, motivating the 

students to expand reading and writing skills. Pen Pals volunteer Courtney Rupp said, “The children 

we interact with throughout the year show marked improvement in their writing skills. I believe that 

the interaction with League members also improves their self-esteem and confidence levels.” 

	 The League also hosts events during the school year, such as Pen Pals Celebration Days, which 

present opportunities for the League volunteers and students to reinforce the pen pal relationship. 

	 The impression made on the students is clear. The Project Coordinator at Pilgrim Academy,  

Pilar Missas, shared this about a League member who went out of her way to make an impact, “She 

made a difference in his life, by letting him tell his story and by truly being interested so that she 

could ask questions that he knew how to answer. It was about him, not her. He got to be a kid that an 

adult wanted to get to know.” 

	 Braeburn Elementary Schools’ Lead Fourth Grade Teacher Larue McDaniel said, “Pen Pals has 

been such a blessing for our kids at Braeburn… The excitement and eagerness are so evident each 

time the letters arrive.” The Pen Pals placement continues to make an impact on young learners in 

Houston, one student at a time.  //
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10050 Buffalo Speedway    Houston, Texas 77054
713.942.8339    info@bosplace.org   bosplace.org

where hearts are healed.

Did you know  . . .  there is a 

Pregnancy Loss Grief Support Group 

for women who have experienced the 

perinatal death of a child through miscarriage 

or stillbirth?

Bo’s Place offers a Pregnancy Loss Grief Support 

Group at no cost to participants. 

At Bo’s Place we believe that sharing experiences 

with others in grief helps individuals move towards 

hope and healing.  

For more information about all of our support 

groups, please call us or visit our website. 

Because no one should ever have to grieve alone.

And help is closer than you think.

 

No one 
should ever 
have to 
grieve alone.
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2 0 1 9 – 2 0 2 0 

COMMUNITY 

ASSISTANCE
GRANTS

 

by Sarah Davidson

C h e r i s h  O u r  C h i l d r e n : 

Cherish Our Children exists 

to end the multigenerational 

cycle of incarceration. League 

funds will be used to build 

infrastructure for the No More 

Victims program, a course elective offered to children of incarcerated 

parents who attend Worthing, Sterling and Furr high schools. The 

classes offer facilitated, peer-supported sessions which create a trusting 

and safe environment for students.

C h i l d r e n  A t  R i s k :  Children At 

Risk is a research and advocacy nonprofit 

focused on children’s health, safety, 

education and economic security. League 

funds will be used to expand and support 

four Human Trafficking Awareness Tours 

to raise awareness of the prevalence of trafficking in our community. 

C l o t h e d  B y  Fa i t h : 

Clothed By Faith aims to 

demonstrate God’s love by 

providing clothing to those 

in need. League funds will be 

used for a week-long supply of 

gently used clothing, shoes, socks and underwear for 500 Houston-area 

children in need. 

H a r r i s  C o u n t y  H o s p i t a l 

D i s t r i c t :  Harris County Hospital 

District owns and operates three 

hospitals and numerous clinics 

throughout the county. League funds will 

be used to purchase new books for the 

Harris Health System’s Reach Out and Read program. The books will 

be distributed to children at their well-visit checkups at Harris Health’s 

three Pediatric and Adolescent Health Centers: Bear Creek, C.E. Odom 

and Pasadena.

H i s  G r a c e  Fo u n d a t i o n : 

His Grace Foundation 

provides physical, emotional 

and financial support for the 

patients and families on the 

Bone Marrow Transplant 

Unit (BMTU) of Texas Children’s Hospital. League funds will be used 

to provide a seven-week summer academic enrichment program for 

patients and their siblings.

	 Each year, the Junior League of Houston, Inc. 

awards Community Assistance Grants to organizations 

that do not receive ongoing volunteer support or 

financial assistance through the League’s Community 

Projects. The League’s Community Assistance 

Committee evaluates the grant requests based on their 

alignment with member-determined impact areas, 

conducts site visits and ultimately makes funding 

recommendations. When choosing recipient agencies 

to fund, the Committee considers whether the agency’s 

request would address a critical or basic need, support 

a pilot project or expand a significant service to the 

greater Houston community.

	 The 2019 – 2020 Community Assistance 

Committee reviewed funding requests from over 80 

agencies. The following 12 agencies were awarded a 

total of $125,000 in funding. A reception and check 

presentation occurred on Monday, January 27, 2020.



  |    S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
2

0
 H

O
U

S
TO

N
 N

E
W

S

19
H o u s t o n :  r e V i s i o n : 

Houston: reVision works to 

break the cycle of isolation 

among the most profoundly 

disconnected youth that 

are in the juvenile justice 

system. League funds will support the one-time purchase of kitchen 

equipment and supplies for the revision Community Center in the 

Gulfton/Sharpstown neighborhood. 

M i s s i o n  o f  Ya h w e h : 

The Mission of Yahweh 

is focused on ending the 

cycle of homelessness 

and dependency. League 

funds will be used to pilot 

the Kreative Kingdom Clubs, a year-round, after-school education 

program for school-aged children at their campus. Activities will 

include cooking, arts, music sports, science and drama.

N e h e m i a h  C e n t e r , 

I n c . :  The Nehemiah Center, 

Inc. provides assistance to 

low income families who are 

invested in seeking a better 

future for their children 

through education, emotional wellness and spiritual enrichment. 

League funds will support the Food Program at Nehemiah, located in 

downtown Houston, which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner to more 

than 180 children each day.

O p e r a t i o n  H o m e f r o n t : 

Operation Homefront’s 

mission is to build strong, 

stable and secure military 

families so they can thrive—

not simply struggle to get 

by—in the communities that they work so hard to protect. League 

funds will provide approximately 350 military children with backpacks 

filled with school supplies for the 2020 – 2021 school year. The 

supplies will be distributed through Back-to-School Brigade events.

S o c i a l  M o t i o n  S k i l l s , 

I n c . :  Social Motion Skills, 

Inc. exists to inspire and 

empower individuals with 

autism and similar special 

needs to achieve their full 

potential. League funds will be used to expand social skills classes to 

pre-K and kindergarten-age children with autism at Social Motion 

Skills’ center in the Spring Valley area of Spring Branch and at Texas 

Children’s Hospital’s Meyer Center for Developmental Pediatrics. 

T h e  Wa y  H o m e 

A d o p t i o n ,  I n c . :  The Way 

Home Adoption provides 

adoption recruitment and 

matching services focused 

on older youth in foster care. 

League funds will be used to implement a new program, “Enrich and 

Engage,” that provides 10 events throughout the year to allow older 

children and prospective adoptive families to meet and interact in a 

less formal setting.

Yo u n g  A u d i e n c e s : 

Young Audiences’ mission is 

to inspire young people and 

expand their learning through 

the arts. League funds will 

fund a pilot program at 

Harper Disciplinary Alternative Education Program and Crossroads 

Alternative, two campuses that serve children from 6th to 12th grades. 

The year-round program teaches self-awareness, self-management, 

social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision-making 

using arts-integration training and support while also offering pre-

vocational skills training.  //

MANY THANKS 
F O R  T H E  T H O R O U G H  E F F O R T S 

O F  T H E  2 0 1 9  –  2 0 2 0  C O M M U N I T Y 
AS S I S TA N C E  C O M M I T T E E : 

Meredith McCrary, Chairman

C O M M U N I T Y  AS S I S TA N C E  C O M M I T T E E :

Courtney Baker

Tamara Bibb

Allyson Lambert

Melissa Neeley

Karen Burke, Sustainer Advisor



20

T
H

E
 J

U
N

IO
R

 L
E

A
G

U
E

 O
F 

H
O

U
S

TO
N

, I
N

C
.  

|  

by Katie Doyle

	 Each year, nonprofit organizations, whose missions align with the League’s, apply to be a part of  the Outside Board 

Representative Program. During the 2018 - 2019 year, the League was thrilled to announce that SIRE-Therapeutic 

Horsemanship would be one of the four new agencies participating in the program. SIRE’s mission is to improve the quality 

of life for people with special needs through therapeutic horsemanship activities and therapies, and educational outreach. 

The League’s Outside Board Representative Program provides members the opportunity to share their talents with local 

nonprofits by serving on their boards. The position is an ex-officio (non-voting) capacity.

	 SIRE-Therapeutic Horsemanship was founded in 1983 and serves adults and children with a wide variety of special 

needs including cerebral palsy, autism, Down syndrome, multiple sclerosis, developmental delay, attention deficit/hyperactivity 

disorder, traumatic brain injury and spinal cord injury. Beth Burroway, SIRE Development and Communications Director 

S I R E  -   N E W  O U T S I D E  B O A R D  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E  A G E N C Y
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and volunteer says, “Through my work with SIRE, I’ve learned more 

about how the power of therapeutic horsemanship has changed lives. 

I’ve been moved to hear stories about young riders who have achieved 

their first steps or first words thanks to meaningful interaction with 

SIRE’s horses and caring professional training team and volunteers.”

	 Last year, with the help of its nearly 40 specially trained therapy 

horses, SIRE provided 7,836 service hours to 284 clients through its 

weekly therapeutic horsemanship riding program. Volunteers gave 

their time for a value of more than $500,000. 

	 Tanya Merla Leiber is a member of the League and sits on the 

board of SIRE through the Outside Board Representative Program. 

Tanya has taken on a myriad of League leadership roles including 

Development Vice President and Charity Ball Chairman. Her 

experience with the League allows her to provide SIRE with a new 

perspective and “help SIRE’s leadership shape a new future for the 

organization and the clients it serves.”

	 Tanya felt called to this volunteer opportunity and shared her 

personal connection to SIRE’s mission. “I was drawn to serve in 

this role as I yearn to grow more educated in organizations serving 

the autism community. My oldest son, Jared, was diagnosed on 

the spectrum several years ago. The number one diagnosis SIRE 

serves is autism, 51% of the client base is children. As a new board 

member, they encourage us to go on rides to feel what the riders might 

experience. I can be timid with horses, the feeling of not being in 

full control. Jared also has that same fear. I’m looking forward to the 

opportunity to ride with him, make a new memory and bond in this 

new adventure together.”

	 The League’s Outside Board Representative Program provides 

local nonprofit organizations 

the opportunity to work with 

talented League members 

who can provide insight into 

nonprofit operations. Through 

thoughtful collaboration, 

nonprofits in the Greater 

Houston area continue to 

challenge themselves to grow 

to meet the needs of our ever 

changing community.  //

The Leiber Family from left, Jared, Tanya, Jason and Trevor
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|  Our Dishes Have Stories
Creating delicious food inspired by our neighbors in Texas, Louisiana and Mexico is how we pay respect  

to those who have taught us about Southeast Texas cooking.

Hotel  General  Manager 
Steve  Fronterhouse 
and 
Execut ive  Chef 
Neal  Cox 

T E X - L E X
Inspired cuisine from north, south and east of our borders.

W W W . H O U S T O N I A N T R I B U T E . C O M

Reservations by calling 713-685-6713
111 North Post Oak Lane, Houston, Texas

Complimentary transportation to-and-from Galleria area hotels by calling at least 2 hours in advance of reservation.

Snapper Zarandeado
Zarandeado is a Mexican preparation technique which 
originates in the state of Nayarit. In 1990, proprietor Don 
Tino opened Tino’s Mariscos in Nuevo Vallarta and Pescado 
Sarandeado soon became their specialty. Locals from this region 
are known for smoking fish over a grill fueled by mangrove 
wood. Here, we smoke the fish over Post Oak wood sourced 
from the Hill Country of Texas and season it with chili, garlic 
and citrus. We hope you enjoy our heartfelt tribute to the 
families of Southwestern Mexico.



MEDICAL AESTHETICS
Botox

Dermal Filler Injections

CoolSculpt

Skin Tightening

Feminine Rejuvenation

Hair Thinning Treatments

SPA SERVICES
Facials

Massage

Body Detox Treatment

Cellulite Treatment

Body Contouring

Call today and mention this ad for a complimentary consultation.

2311 W. Alabama St.  |  Houston, TX 77098  |  (713) 630–0772

PersonaMedicalSpa.com
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L E A G U E  M E M B E R S  W E R E  AS K E D  # W H Y I J L H  A N D  W H AT  D O E S  
“ B L O O M  W H E R E  Y O U  A R E  P L A N T E D ”  M E A N  T O  T H E M ?

 

Why I JLH:

“The League gives me the opportunity to volunteer in a very 

meaningful, systematic way that ensures I maximize my time while 

helping my community. Further, I love the sisterhood and the ability to 

meet like-minded women with similar purpose and vision.”

What does “Bloom Where you are Planted” mean to you? 

“To embrace all of the opportunities to serve and grow where you  

are in life,  to create opportunities for yourself and to create your 

own happiness.”

Lea Williams, Esq.

Years in the League: 7

Current League Placement: 

Casa de Esperanza 

Why I JLH:

“I volunteer because I live to give and I love to serve, and I can’t think 

of a better organization in Houston to be able to do so strategically 

and abundantly with a diverse group of like-minded women.”

What does “Bloom Where You are Planted” mean to you:  

“This theme has been so fitting and relevant to this season of my 

life both personally and professionally. It means being grateful and 

mindful of the spaces we are in and taking every advantage to grow, 

learn and contribute. It means accepting things we can’t change but 

being empowered to change what we can, and truly blossoming into 

our full destiny and potential wherever we are currently. Lastly, it 

means sewing good life seeds, watering 

them and being patient and faithful as 

we wait for them to blossom.”

Iman Garrett-Price

Years in League: 1 (Provisional)

Current League Placements:  

TCH Radio Lollipop and Tea Room
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25Why I JLH: 

“To surround myself with strong, empowering women that are on a 

mission to do the most good - everywhere we can, as much as we can. 

Networking with like-minded ladies has been such a treasure and I’ve 

made lasting friendships beyond what I could have ever imagined!”

What does “Bloom Where you are Planted” mean to you:

“Bloom Where You are Planted means doing what you can with your 

circumstances. Always looking for the 

positive side of things and seeking out 

opportunities to make a positive impact 

in any situation.”

Brooke Stelzel

Years in the League: 2

Current League Placement:  

Ready Hands

Why I JLH: 

“I love the League. We have moved extensively for work and I have 

transferred to two other leagues. What makes the League so special 

is the organization. Even though it’s a huge league of women, I have 

never felt lost. When I transferred  back in, I was a bit worried because 

my prior leagues were much smaller, but so many women have reached 

out to make sure I was updated on meetings and to offer any help.” 

What does “Bloom Where you are Planted” mean to you: 

Since moving back to Texas, I have had a lot on my plate, and  I know 

many women in the League feel the same.  To me “Bloom Where 

you are Planted” means, wherever you may be in your life, the League 

can be a place where you can grow as an individual and help others. 

Sometimes you need a special place where you can go and focus 

on someone or something besides 

yourself.” 

Celeste Schurman 

Years in League: 6

Current League Placement: Spring 

Transfer 

What does “Bloom Where You 

Are Planted” mean to you:

“Wherever life plants you, bloom 

with grace.”

Sarah Loudermilk 

Years in the League: 3

Current League Placement: Children’s 

Museum of Houston Head Active

What does “Bloom Where You Are Planted” mean to you:

“Bloom Where You are Planted has a two-fold meaning to me. First, to 

understand and accept your current circumstances. To be content with 

what you have, even if it is not the perfect situation. Second, to thrive 

in your current surroundings. Take advantage of any opportunities 

and push past any challenges to grow 

stronger than ever. Remain positive and 

focus on succeeding in your current 

environment.”

Koby Wilbanks

Years in the League: 1 (Provisional)

Current League Placements: TCH 

Library and Tea Room

What does “Bloom Where You Are Planted” mean to you:

“Excel by maximizing the amazing opportunities presented and 

available through the League. Give 

100% in situations or projects, even 

if it’s not exactly what you expected. ”

Dr. Shiree Berry

Years in the League: 3

Current League Placement:  

Ready Hands
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Why I JLH:

“To volunteer and make new friends while having an impact on the 

community.”

What does “Bloom Where You Are Planted” mean to you:

“Take advantage of the opportunities you are given. Find the reason 

why you were planted and continue blooming. The League is one big 

garden and every member is a seed. 

Each year we choose a placement with 

endless possibilities.”

Elyse Kearns

Years in the League: 5

Current League Placement: Charity 

Ball Decorations Committee

 Why I JLH:  

There are two words in the JLH Mission Statement that I like to 

use personally and professionally: developing and improving. To 

develop means to grow  or advance. Alone, I can help someone 

or something develop, but as  part of an organization that also  

develops the potential of women, I feel an extra sense of daily joy 

and accomplishment. To improve means to make or become better. 

Being a part of the JLH mission to improve communities with trained 

volunteers, I am reminded that this life I live is so much bigger than 

me.  I JLH because developing and improving allows for a better today, 

tomorrow, and future for everyone.”

What does “Bloom Where you are Planted” mean to you:

“It means you are exactly where you are supposed to be. In your 

“where,” a seed was planted which has allowed you to bloom. Receive 

the strength from your sunny or rainy days to be great while being the 

best version of yourself, and helping 

those around you to do the same.”

Nicole Odom

Years in League: 6 

Current League Placement: Houston 

Food Bank

Why I JLH:

“It is refreshing to be surrounded by such a diverse group of 

professional, stylish and friendly women. It gives me a sense of pride to 

be a part of an organization that makes a meaningful positive impact 

on the City of Houston.”

What does Bloom Where you are Planted mean to me:

“Finding beauty in your current environment. Taking that beauty, 

enhancing it, and using it to make yourself better. There are so many 

opportunities through the League for women to plant themselves into 

voluntarism and for each of us to bloom into a better more beautiful 

being by giving back.”

Brandi Downey

Years in League: 4 

Current League Placement: 

Camp Hope

“It means accepting things we can’t 

change but being empowered to change 

what we can, and truly blossoming into 

our full destiny and potential wherever 

we are currently. Lastly, it means 

sewing good life seeds, watering them 

and being patient and faithful as we 

wait for them to blossom.”
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Houston Racquet Club salutes
The Junior League of Houston for making our community a

better place to LIVE, WORK & PLAY.

Houston Racquet Club salutes
The Junior League of Houston for making our community a

better place to LIVE, WORK & PLAY.

We believe in creating an environment that provides
memories to last a lifetime...

HRC IS THE PLACE TO BE!

Houston Racquet Club salutes
The Junior League of Houston for making our community a

better place to LIVE, WORK & PLAY.

Houston Racquet Club salutes
The Junior League of Houston for making our community a

better place to LIVE, WORK & PLAY.

We believe in creating an environment that provides
memories to last a lifetime...

HRC IS THE PLACE TO BE!

FAMILY       RECREATION       TENNIS       FITNESS       FUN
10709 MEMORIAL DRIVE    HOUSTON, TEXAS   713.464.4811   WWW.HOUSTONRACQUETCLUB.COM



TEXAS CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
Premier Community Partner 

	 The long-standing partnership between Texas Children’s Hospital and the 

Junior League of Houston dates back more than 60 years, and started with the 

Junior League’s 1947 donation to the Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

	 In 1954, the Junior League moved its health clinic to Texas Children’s 

Hospital. The missions of Texas Children’s Hospital and the League have 

aligned with focus on impact areas such as pediatric care, education and research. 

	 Texas Children’s Hospital once again supports the Junior League this year as its Premier Community Partner. Not only does  

Texas Children’s Hospital provide numerous opportunities for the Junior League’s provisional members to volunteer more than  

9,000 hours annually, but it also engages the Junior League’s active membership through group meetings, general meetings and 

placement opportunities.

	 Through years of collaboration, these two organizations have ensured that countless children have had access to quality health care 

through innovative programs, and the Junior League is honored for the tradition to continue. 

THE WOMAN’S HOSPITAL OF TEXAS 
	 Since 1976, The Woman’s Hospital of Texas has been one of the 

state’s premier facilities dedicated to the health and well-being of women 

and newborns. 

	 Attention to every detail of the patient experience makes it a top choice 

for women throughout the Greater Houston Area and beyond, delivering 

over 11,000 babies a year – more than any other hospital in Texas. The Pediatric Center provides high-quality care to children and 

teenagers, including a convenient 24-hour pediatric emergency room. 

	 Located near the Texas Medical Center in the heart of Houston, The Woman’s Hospital of Texas offers expertise and outstanding 

care in breast health, imaging, gynecology, obstetrics, high-risk pregnancy, neonatology and minimally invasive surgery. 

T H E  J U N I O R  L E A G U E  O F  H O U S T O N ,  I N C .  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  T H A N K

OUR COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS
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SEWELL AUTOMOTIVE COMPANIES 

      Sewell Automotive Companies supports the Junior League of Houston’s 

commitment to community service, voluntarism and the advancement of 

leadership opportunities for women. 

	 Sewell’s financial contribution supports the extensive outreach of the Junior League and furthers the impact of its members. In 

addition to its financial support, Sewell Automotive Companies hosts an educational group meeting as part of the Junior League’s 

Training and Education Program. 

	 Sewell represents Audi (3), BMW, Buick, Cadillac (4), GMC, INFINITI (3), Lexus (2), Mercedes-Benz, MINI and Subaru, with 

locations in Dallas, Fort Worth, Grapevine, Houston, McKinney, Plano, San Antonio and Sugar Land. 

CCRM FERTILITY HOUSTON 
     CCRM Fertility Houston shares the Junior League of Houston’s commitment 

to improving the health and well-being of families. Centralized medical suites 

and treatment facilities enable CCRM Fertility Houston to provide continuous, 

on-site care for patients from the initial consultation to egg retrieval and 

embryo transfer. 

      One of the industry’s pioneers in fertility science and personalized care, CCRM Fertility Houston’s network scale allows them to 

continually invest in physicians, scientists, technology and research to offer families a faster path to a healthy baby. 

MEMORIAL HERMANN 
     Memorial Hermann is one of the largest not-for-profit health systems in 

Southeast Texas with 19 hospitals and numerous specialty programs and services 

conveniently located throughout the Greater Houston area.

     Memorial Hermann – Texas Medical Center is one of the nation’s busiest 

Level I trauma centers and the primary teaching hospital for McGovern Medical School at UTHealth. They offer leading-edge 

diagnostic technologies and treatment techniques as well as Houston’s first health information exchange that shares vital patient data 

among care providers, helping to ensure patients receive the right care at the right time. 
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CENTRALMARKET.COM/SHOP

OUR MOST POPULAR INGREDIENT:

CONVENIENCE

AND

Our Curbside and Delivery services are here to help make your grocery shopping 
experience easier. Simply fill your cart with a click and meet us curbside, or we’ll bring it 

right to your door. Plus, we’ll waive the fees on your first four orders!

3815 WESTHEIMER | WESTHEIMER @ WESLAYAN | 713-386-1700
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T H E  R E D E S I G N E D  U N D E R W O O D  R O O M

RoomReveal
 by Lindsey Raspino

B E F O R E

A F T E R
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T H E  C AT H E R I N E  F O N D R E N  U N D E R W O O D  R O O M  I S  S P O R T I N G  A  F R E S H  L O O K 
A F T E R  M O R E  T H A N  3 0  Y E A R S .  T H E  R E N O VAT I O N  O F  T H E  R O O M  J U S T 

I N S I D E  T H E  M A I N  E N T R A N C E  T O  T H E  L E A G U E  B U I L D I N G  I S  T H E  C U L M I N AT I O N 
O F  M O R E  T H A N  E I G H T E E N  M O N T H S  O F  W O R K  B Y  T H E  H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E . 

B E F O R E

B E F O R E

A F T E R

A F T E R
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B E F O R E

A F T E R

	 It was executed under the watchful eye of 2019 – 2020 

Building Chairman Megan A. Ryan. The renovation was 

possible because a very forward-thinking group of League 

leaders not only raised the money to build and furnish the 

current building, but they also established the Building 

Preservation Fund to maintain the structure and interiors.

	 When the current building opened its doors April 1, 1986, under 

JLH President Anne Tucker, the furnishings from the Underwood 

Room in the previous building were moved into the new double-parlor 

Underwood Room. “The room’s colors, furniture, fabrics and rugs 

took their inspiration and tone from the room’s paintings of the Four 

Seasons. The design was intended to reflect welcome, comfort and a 

standard of excellence in place and organization. We are so fortunate 

to have had such generosity from the Underwood family,” says Anne.

	 The House Committee engaged Wells Design in 2018 to guide 

a full refresh of the space that makes a first impression on all visitors 

to the League. The House Committee reviewed multiple design 

schemes which included the wall coverings, drapery, ceiling 

accents, and fabrics that are now in place. The existing furniture 

had served members and guests well for many years, and the 

House Committee thoughtfully preserved it for continued use 

by reupholstering the existing furniture with beautiful fabric 

and trims carefully selected by Wells Design. In fact, only two new 

pieces of furniture appear in the remodel—the ottomans in front of 

the fireplaces.

	 There are two new features of the room that are unique to the 

League. First are the new rugs, which were handwoven in Nepal 

based on a sketch by Jerry Jeanmard of Wells Design. Second is the 

wallcovering—silk panels by de Gournay that were hand painted 

in Hong Kong with colors carefully selected by the design team to 

complement the room’s fabrics and trims. “The Underwood Room 

serves as the ‘living room’ for the League, and I look forward to seeing 

our members, patrons, and guests enjoy this beautiful and inviting 

space for years to come,” says Megan.  //

Megan A. Ryan



14703 Eagle Vista Drive, Houston, TX 77077

EaglesTraceCommunity.com

Make Your Money Last!

We’ve done the math! Eagle’s Trace is a smarter choice 
than senior rental communities and other retirement living 
options in the West Houston area.

Choose Eagle’s Trace and:

PRESERVE your hard-earned savings

PAY LESS for monthly fees

ENJOY MORE amenities and services

Eagle’s Trace apartment homes are more affordable than 
you think! Let us show you why we’re the best decision 
for your future, your family, and your finances.

Call 1-800-617-0306 to learn more or  
to request your FREE brochure.

Eagle’s Trace is the best  
financial option for your retirement.

13
39
94
92
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F U N  FA C T S  W I T H  M A L C O L M

A WALK 
DOWN

Memory Lane 
 

by Sarah Davidson

OST MEMBERS OF THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON, INC. 

HAVE HAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETING MALCOLM ROWLAND, 

THE TEA ROOM GENERAL MANAGER, WHO DIRECTS ALL 

PARTIES, BANQUETS AND FUNCTIONS HELD AT THE LEAGUE 

BUILDING. A LESSER KNOWN FACT ABOUT MALCOLM IS THAT HE WILL 

SOON CELEBRATE 35 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR LEAGUE! AS WE 

PREPARE TO CELEBRATE HIS UPCOMING ANNIVERSARY, MALCOLM WAS 

KIND ENOUGH TO SHARE SOME OF HIS FAVORITE LEAGUE MEMORIES 

THROUGH THE YEARS.

Malcolm Rowland

M
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371 . 	 T h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g ’s  g r a n d  o p e n i n g

	 Malcolm was hired at the League in 1985 to oversee the move 

from the building on Post Oak Park Drive to the present location 

on Briar Oaks Lane. On April 1,1986, the League formally opened 

its new location with a ribbon cutting on the front porch followed 

by an open house. Malcolm recalled, “The move to the new building 

generated tremendous excitement in the League community.” League 

member Sara Houstoun Lindsey planned a party to debut the new 

building, and Malcolm helped her plan the menu. At the party, 

popular entertainers Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin Brothers performed 

on the main stage in the ballroom along with Houston’s popular 

Ed Gerlach Orchestra. The after party in the Tea Room featured a 

performance by an Elvis impersonator direct from Las Vegas!

2 . 	 A  s p a r k l i n g  g i f t 

	 During the move to the new building, the League’s Interiors 

Committee was tasked with decorating the formal ballroom. One 

of the committee members was Mary Frances Couper, a founding 

member of the Theta Charity Antiques Show, who Malcolm 

remembers for her “kind disposition and exquisite taste.” When Mrs. 

Couper proposed the purchase of crystal chandeliers to adorn the 

ballroom, she was informed that the Interiors Committee lacked the 

budget for such an extravagant purchase. In response, Mrs. Couper 

generously wrote a check from her personal account to purchase all 

six chandeliers. 

3 . 	 P O T U S  v i s i t s  t h e  L e a g u e

	 In 1998, Former President Jimmy Carter visited the League in 

conjunction with his volunteer work with Habitat for Humanity. 

Malcolm created a special menu for the presidential luncheon in the 

garden rooms. He partnered with the United States Secret Service 

in the exciting task of selecting an enclosed room within the League 

building where President Carter would be secure in the unlikely event 

of an emergency. Malcolm recalls of the experience, “It was a great 

honor to host a former President at the League building.”

1

2

3
continued
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 4 . 	L u n c h e o n  f o r  a  D u c h e s s

	 In the mid-1900s, the League hosted a Duchess from England’s 

Mountbatten family, the relatives of Queen Elizabeth’s husband, 

Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh. The Duchess visited Houston 

to open Mountbatten House, an assisted living center located in 

Highlands, Texas, near Channelview. To celebrate the opening, 

the Daughters of the British Empire hosted a luncheon for the 

Duchess at the League. To plan the luncheon, Malcolm partnered 

with the Duchess’ lady in waiting and two agents from the London 

Metropolitan Police Service’s Scotland Yard.

5 . 	  M o v i e  f i l m i n g  a t  t h e  L e a g u e 

	 For a week in 1995, the League welcomed Oscar-winning actress 

Sally Field to film “A Woman of Independent Means,” a popular TV 

miniseries based on the national best-selling fiction book originally 

published in 1978. The plot of the miniseries followed the life of 

Bess Steed Gardner, a well-to-do woman whose courage helped her 

to overcome life’s challenges. Over the week of filming, the League’s 

garden was transformed into an outdoor restaurant, dancing scenes 

were filmed in the ballroom and the tea room parlor was rearranged 

to resemble a private home. For her performance in the miniseries, 

Sally Field earned nominations for Emmy, Golden Globe and Screen 

Actors Guild Awards. 

6 . 	 T h e  P e c a n  B a l l :  T h e  Te a  R o o m ’s  “ s t a r  d i s h ”

	 When Malcolm considers the number of luncheons, dinners, 

banquets and special events that the League hosts annually, he 

estimates that the Tea Room kitchen produces over 20,000 pecan 

balls each year! He calls the pecan ball the Tea Room menu’s “star 

dish” due to its popularity with League members and patrons. When 

Malcolm hosts patrons and members for “walk throughs” in the days 

before their event, he often presents them with the opportunity to 

taste the pecan ball. In his experience, patrons tend to change their 

dessert order immediately after taking just one bite of the League’s 

signature delicacy

	 Many thanks to Malcolm for offering a glimpse into the League’s 

past.  //

4

5

6



  |    S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
2

0
 H

O
U

S
TO

N
 N

E
W

S

39

Stephanie Pollock 
Chief Financial Officer 

Clare McLeroy 
Family Office

T R U S T S  &  E S T A T E S  •  A S S E T  M A N A G E M E N T  •  F A M I L Y  O F F I C E

HOUSTONTRUST.COM

Doug Rotan 
Trusts & Estates 

“ Our Company assists families with the time-consuming responsibilities of 
day-to-day financial management. From bill paying and bookkeeping, to payroll 
and insurance—our dedicated Family Office team handles everything—efficiently, 
discretely, and seamlessly. So families never have to worry. So they can get on with life.”

CLIENT:  Houston Trust Company
FILE NAME: 19HTC132_JrLeague_FullPg_FamilyOffice_GTP
SPECS:   8.5”(W) x 11” (H) trim, 4C, BLEED
TITLE: “Our Company - Family Office”
MEDIA: Houston New Junior League - Full Page Ad
DATE: 03/06/19
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	 In 2004 the Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award was created to annually honor an outstanding active League member. All criteria  

were based upon Sara’s wishes and included that the recipient “will understand and be committed to the League’s mission of promoting 

voluntarism, developing the potential of women and building a better community. She will be determined to make a difference and, through 

example, inspire a shared sense of responsibility by living the mission of the League as a part of her everyday life.” 

	 The 2019–2020 Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award winner is Megan Coody Hotze, who beautifully embodies the qualities most prized by 

Sara. As eloquently expressed by Megan’s friend and League Sustainer, Susan Richardson Barnes, “Since meeting Megan in 2011, I have marveled 

at her ability to manage large projects, to marshal passion for great causes and to force positive energy into every situation…Megan is beautiful 

by Allyson Cook
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41to the core. She is kind, smart, 

poised and down to earth. She 

is not about pretense or the easy 

task or self-aggrandizement. 

Megan accepts the charge 

she has been given and serves 

with joy.”

	 Megan has shown these 

qualities both within the League 

and in the broader community. 

A native Houstonian and 

graduate of Texas A&M 

University, Megan joined the 

League in 2009. Since then, and 

while raising three young girls 

with her husband John, she has 

undertaken “each placement 

with joy and professionalism.” 

	 Megan has held a broad range of League responsibilities. After 

her provisional year, she accepted leadership positions in the Tea 

Room before embarking on a series of Chairmanships: Membership 

Training; Admissions; Charity Ball Underwriting; Health and Well-

Being; Memorial Hermann-Medical Center; Building; and currently, 

the Strategic Planning Study Committee for Development Activities. 

Along the way, she has also served on the Community Assistance 

Committee and as a provisional mentor. Susan says, “I have seen her 

wait tables, lead an underwriting team, comfort a child at Memorial 

Hermann, execute a flawless Admissions process and happily tote the 

Building Chairman’s massive binder, each role with the same high level 

of joy and determination.”

    Megan has been involved in the 

community beyond League placements. 

She partners with non-profits for the 

duration. She’s a persuasive ambassador, be 

it Bo’s Place, Baylor College of Medicine, 

the Women’s Home, the Children’s 

Literacy Initiative or DePelchin Children’s 

Center. One quality most admired is that 

“she cares deeply about making sure she 

hands projects off to the next person better 

than she found them.”

	   Today, Megan supports her daughters’ 

activities at St. Michael’s School and in 

after school sports. Her other non-profit 

focus is on Memorial Park Conservancy, 

where her daughters help plant trees; a 

Theatre Under the Stars’ program, The 

River, which provides fine arts engagement 

to children with disabilities; and SBP Houston, founded in New 

Orleans to provide long term natural disaster recovery relief and was 

expanded to Houston after Hurricane Harvey. Megan will co-chair its 

annual fundraiser this year.

	 Megan is herself a force of nature. After eight years in marketing 

at a local interior design firm, she started Megan Hotze Creative, a 

PR firm, to allow more working flexibility. She continues to instill 

a philanthropic spirit in her daughters by example. She tirelessly 

puts her heart into every worthy cause she embraces. She believes in 

completing an assignment on time, on budget and with happy co-

workers.  Megan truly exemplifies the League’s training at its best and 

carries its mission every day of her life.  //

The Hotze Family – Luke, Megan, Grace, Vivian and Caroline
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At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

H O U S T O N ’ S 

WHITE GLOVE SERVICE

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

DOUGLAS DRUMMOND, PRESIDENT & CEO

JERRY J.  REYES,  VICE-PRESIDENT
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At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

H O U S T O N ’ S 

WHITE GLOVE SERVICE

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

DOUGLAS DRUMMOND, PRESIDENT & CEO

JERRY J.  REYES,  VICE-PRESIDENT
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by Susan Richardson Barnes

	 When Miss Vale Asche 

joined the Junior League in 

1956, she reported to the News 

Sheet that she wished there were 

more hours in the day. A recent 

summa cum laude graduate of 

Smith College, she was teaching 

Spanish at Kinkaid, pursuing 

a Master’s at University of 

Houston, and completing the 

150+ hour provisional course. 

Over the next 14 years as an 

active, she would make the 

most of each hour and leave 

the League prepared for the 

tumultuous 1970s after serving 

as President of the League 

in 1969.
Vale’s letter and photo for the 1970 Charity Ball Program, the theme was Numerantics

I N  M E M O R I A M

VALE 
ASCHE 

RUSSELL
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45	 Vale began her active League service conducting tours at the 

Museum of Natural History (now the Houston Museum of Natural 

Science). From there she served on the Admissions Committee twice 

– a role that was formerly selected by the voting membership. She 

took on board roles six times 

including years as Houston 

News Sheet Editor, Placement 

Chairman, Assistant Treasurer, 

Public Relation Chairman and 

First Vice President. When 

slated to serve as President, 

members praised her work ethic 

and steadfast commitment to the 

League’s mission.

	 As she wrote in her first News 

Sheet column as President in 

1969, members were standing on 

a bridge between two decades. 

The 1960s had brought about 

great social changes that would 

only accelerate in the 1970s. The League had always stepped up to 

meet critical community needs. There were now more volunteer 

organizations than ever before doing good work. If the League was to 

remain “a viable force responsive to the vigorous urban complex which 

is the community of 

Houston that we serve,” 

it would need to offer 

even more informative 

and innovative training 

for its members. 

League leadership 

would need to create 

more opportunities 

for members and 

community stakeholders 

to converse. The League 

would begin by rallying 

around the 1969 – 

1970 theme, “Informed 

Communication 

(leads to) Involved 

Participation.”  

	 As a sustainer, Vale devoted her time outside the League to 

serving on a variety of boards including the Texas Medical Center 

and the Executive Committee of the Hermann Eye Fund. She spent 

tireless hours learning about Houston nonprofits on behalf of the 

Vale-Asche Foundation, founded by her father and grandfather. Over 

the years, her family foundation has provided grants to more than 

100 organizations that provide outstanding direct, hands-on service 

to constituencies in need in the areas of health, education, the arts, 

and beyond. The foundation generously supported the League as a 

Community Partner numerous years.  

	 The League is deeply grateful to Vale Asche Russell for the 

hours and decades of service she devoted to the organization. It is 

incredible to see that the relevance she called for in 1970 remains an 

essential priority today. //

 A C T I V E  P L A C E M E N T  H I G H L I G H T S 
1956 – 1957	 Provisional

1957 – 1958	 Museum of Natural History Tours 

1958 – 1959	 Admissions Committee

1959 – 1960	 Assistant Placement Chairman

1960 – 1961	 Assistant Treasurer

1961 – 1962	 Houston News Sheet Editor

1962 – 1963	� Idea-Exchange Meeting Secretary,  
Admissions Committee

1963 – 1964	 In-League Fundraising Committee Treasurer

1964 – 1965	 Charity Ball Reservations Chairman

1965 – 1966	 Placement Chairman

1966 – 1967	 Tea Room

1967 – 1968	 Public Relations Chairman	

1968 – 1969	 First Vice President

1969 – 1970	 President

Houston News, November 1961, Vale pictured with 
the rest of Houston delegation to AJLA (now AJLI) 
regional conference to Mexico. She is the second from 
the right.

Vale posing with Russell Blattner, then Physician-in-Chief at Texas 
Children’s. She was presenting the hospital with a gift of $30,000 
for the Junior League Outpatient Department

Vale on the cover of Houston News,  
April 1969, for the issue announcing  
the Executive Committee slate for  
1969 – 1970.
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Grill-At-Home Store

Pickup Easy Gourmet Meal Kits for the Home Cook. 
Or Same-Day Delivery for $10.

10505 Katy Freeway · (832) 973-7171 · www.tasteoftexas.com

Thank you to The Junior League of Houston 
for your continued commitment to our community.

Suzann Cooley Richardson
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE® - Circle of Excellence, Hall of Fame

713.558.3218 | suzann.richardson@sothebyshomes.com

Perfect homes in all sizes!

Photo by Three Smudges Photography
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Kelty Ewing Crain, house and garden hostess, Julia Gregg DeWalch, Trail co-chair, 
and Elizabeth Stone, Trail co-chair

by Peggy Roe

S U S TA I N E R  E V E N T

AzaleaTrail
	

	 Without a doubt, Houston’s historic Azalea Trail—sponsored by 

River Oaks Garden Club—is the first and most glorious harbinger of 

spring in our magnificent city. And this year, it was among the most 

breath-taking of all! The weather cooperated beautifully, allowing the 

fragile azalea blossoms to cling to their branches just long enough to 

present a feast for the eyes.

	 Sustaining members of the Junior League enjoyed that visual 

feast when they hit the trail on Friday, March 6, 2020, via chartered 

bus.  Co-chairing the tour were Cindy Vietor Kahle and Susan 

Ripley Hilliard, whose imaginations were as bountiful as 

the blossoms.  These two creative forces launched the 

experience with a seated luncheon in the Tea Room 

and concluded with a private reception in the 

home of Kelty Ewing Crain. Kelty, a League 

member, opened her gorgeous home not only 

to her sister sustainers but also to the general 

public as part of the Trail. Elizabeth Stone, 

Azalea Trail co-chair, generously provided the food and beverages, 

compliments of her catering company, Silver Stone Events.

	 Enjoying gastronomic experiences was just a side bar of this 

travelers’ tale. For one of the first times in the Azalea Trail’s 85-year 

history, two homes in Courtlandt Place were on the tour.  Both 

homes bore historical markers dating the homes to 1915 and 1917.  

Joanie Amacker Haley remarked, “The homes were beautifully 

decorated with lovely artwork and historical memorabilia while the 

gardens beckoned us to explore their tranquil serenity.”  Although the 

sustainers visited two homes in River Oaks and two in Courtlandt 

Place, the full venue also included Bayou Bend Collection 

and Gardens, Rienzi, and The Forum.  

	 Looking back on the Azalea Trail,  

co-chairman Elizabeth Stone admitted 

that finding four private homes was the 

biggest challenge.  Not knowing until the 

week before Christmas that they had secured 

the much-needed fourth home, Elizabeth 

said she and co-chairman Julia Gregg 

DeWalch “increased activities at the Forum 

to compensate, adding a pollinator exhibit, a 

farmer’s market, and a life-sized flower wall—all of which turned out 

to be highly successful.”  When asked about their greatest joy, Julia, a 

former League president, replied, “[It was] working with my co-chair, 

the amazing volunteers who did their jobs with enthusiasm and 

smiles on their faces, and the homeowners who were so gracious and 

generous.”  Julia nicknamed this year’s tour, “the Trail with the nicest 

homeowners,” because they were so accommodating, nice and helpful.

	 “Accommodating, nice and helpful” also describes the efforts that 

were made by the sustainer co-chairs, the Trail co-chairs and—let’s not 

forget—the fearless bus driver who ensured that the sustainers’ tour 

of the Azalea Trail was as spectacular as the homes and gardens they 

visited. The bounty of beauty and the fellowship of friends made the 

day a glorious one indeed.  //
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Analisa Brandt Frazier, Susan Ripley Hilliard, bus trip co-chair, and  
Cindy Vietor Kahle, bus trip co-chair

Carol Ann Weber Paddock, Liz Winfield Rigney, Marjorie Carter Cain,  
League sustainers and River Oaks Garden Club volunteers

Carol Ann Weber Paddock, Marjorie Carter Cain, Kay Ridley Rice, Julia Gregg DeWalch, and Elizabeth Stone beside the Garden Club car that Minnie Baird 
donates and decorates every year for the Trail
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T h e  Te a  R o o m  S p e c i a l  E v e n t s  C o m m i t t e e 

p l a n s  a n d  h o s t s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e v e n t s  a n d  

i n f o r m a l  s t y l e  s h o w s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 

y e a r  t h a t  s u p p o r t  Te a  R o o m  o p e r a t i o n s . 

	 Bubbles and Brunch is a fantastic event that gives League members 

and Tea Room patron members the opportunity to dine at the League 

on a weekend and take advantage of the Tea Room’s brunch offerings.

	 This spring’s brunch on Sunday, March 8, 2020, included an 

informal style show featuring Lilly Pulitzer’s iconic resort wear designs 

and magical prints while the guests enjoyed a three-course brunch and 

bottomless mimosas.  //
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HStory Time Tea  h
J L H  M I N O R  L E A G U E R S ’  P R E S E N T

	 Story Time Tea is an opportunity for League members and Tea 

Room patron members to bring their children, grandchildren and 

young friends to the Tea Room for an enjoyable afternoon of tea, 

favorite stories and storybook characters. 

	   Volunteers read popular children’s books including If You 

Give a Mouse a Cookie and Giraffes Can’t Dance to the young 

guests and the League served a buffet of “tea time” inspired 

sandwiches, light bites, desserts, an assortment of specialty teas, 

Arnold Palmers and lemonade in between each book. These events 

allow League and Tea Room patron members the opportunity to 

share their love of the League with the special children in their 

lives, experiencing the fun  //

52
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DIAMOND LEGEND
Friend of the League 

Ms. Mary Kyger
Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving 

on behalf of Mrs. Patricia Brice

PLATINUM LEGEND
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 

on behalf of the Pengelly Family Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Gutierrez 

Mr. and Mrs. John David Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Padon

GOLD LEGEND
Mrs. Janice Barrow

Chevron Matching Gift Program 
on behalf of Michaela Pichini, Kristiann Rushton  

and Nicol Voutsinas
Annette and Daniel P. Gordon 

Mr. and Mrs. James Douglas Gray 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Joplin

Keith and Mattie Stevenson Foundation
Microsoft via Benevity Community Impact Fund 

on behalf of Meredith Eatough
Payne Foundation

Phillips 66 
on behalf of Lauren Pothecary and Susan Rudolph

Mr. and Mrs. Justin Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Hendry Adolph Sauer Jr.

Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving 
on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Barry Robert Kessler

Mrs. David M. Underwood

	 The League Legends Annual Fund supports the mission of the Junior League of Houston and provides meaningful resources to the League 

that create an immediate and substantial impact. The League Legends Annual Fund is essential to supporting three key aspects of the Junior 

League, which include the Operating Fund, Building Preservation Fund and the Community Program Fund.

	 The Junior League of Houston is grateful for the strong commitment and generous support of the League Legends Annual Fund donors.  

You can still donate to the League Legends Annual Fund by visiting www.jlh.org/annualfund.
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SILVER LEGEND
Aetna Foundation, Inc. 
on behalf of Selina Sauter 

Mrs. Betsy Bolin 
Mrs. Nellie Colson

ConocoPhillips 
on behalf of Mr. and. Mrs. Trevor Scott Keyes

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar 
Friend of the League
Glenwood Cemetery

Greater Houston Community Foundation 
on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. J. Tim Arnoult

Greater Houston Community Foundation

Tellepsen Builders  
on behalf of Abbey Roberson

GulfStar Group
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Austin Guthrie III 

in memory of Edward A. Guthrie, Jr.
Hess Corporation 

on behalf of Morgan Zimmer
JLH - Sustainer Transfer Club 

Mr. and Mrs. John Anthony King
Marathon Oil Company  

PAC Matching Gifts Program
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Miller

National Christian Foundation Houston 
on behalf of the Greg and Elizabeth Hickman  

Giving Fund
Mrs. F. William Othon

Mr. and Mrs. James McDade Prince 
Ms. Anne Barclay Reed 

in honor of Sally Anne Schmidt 
Ms. Sally Anne Schmidt 

Ms. Anne Sears
Mr. David Towery

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Uthoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bumey Warren

BRONZE LEGEND
Mr. and Mrs. Gaspare Aloi

The American Online Giving Foundation 
on behalf of ADP Foundation/Tanyka Fantone

Ms. Lynette Avery
Dr. And Mrs. J. Peyton Barnes 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Baughman
Mr. and Mrs. Charles. A. Beckham Jr.

Mrs. Judith Belanger 
in memory of Alberta Baker

Colonel Raj Bhalla 
Ms. Mary Kay Borchers

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Botts
Ms. Stephanie Brouse

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Clyde Buck 

Ms. Joan Buschor
Ms. Nancy Bynon

Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Cappel 
Dr. and Mrs. Darren Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Howard Chapman
Charities Aid Foundation of America 

on behalf of Anjuli Young 
Ms. Jenny Childers 

Ms. Mary Clark
Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Collado 

Mrs. Jeanette Collins
Connoisseurs Tours 

on behalf of Missa Sutton
Mr. and Mrs. Ky Daniel Cooksey 

Ms. Cynthia Coselli
Mr. and Mrs. Clotaire D. Delery Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee Elsenbrook

Enbridge Energy Company, Inc. 
on behalf of Helyna Bledsoe

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund 
on behalf of H. John and Diane M. Riley  

Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Scott Francisco 

Friends of the League
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ganucheau 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Garcia 

Ms. Stephanie Goldfield
Mrs. Sydney Goss

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Grahmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Chilton B. Greer 

Ms. Amanda Hanks
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hays

Mr. and Mrs. Randolph M. Henry 
Ms. Tina Hoffman

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Houstoun 
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Johnston
JP Morgan Chase Foundation 

on behalf of Slosburg Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Kelley

Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Scott Keyes 
in memory of Betty Stewart

The Honorable and Mrs. Stephan Kinsella Esq.
Ms. Taylor Klavan 

Mrs. Kathleen Leach 
in memory of Sue Gibbons

Ms. Alicia Lee
Mr. and Mrs. John Mackel III 

Mr. and Mrs. D. Patrick McCelvey
Mrs. Diane McLaughlan

Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Medors 
Ms. Jacqueline Monheit

Ms. Rebecca Muff 
in memory of Robert E. Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Mullendore 
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Newton

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Sturges O’Connor 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Vincent Payne

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Pivec 
in honor of the Junior League staff

Mr. and Mrs. John Harrison Reed Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wynn Regan 

in honor of 2019-2020 Leadership Team
Ms. Robin Ringwald

Mr. and Mrs. Steven William Roberts 
in honor of Laura Lee Vaio

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Robinson 
Ms. Kristiann Rushton
Mrs. Deborah Scianna

Mr. and Mrs. Glen Maurice Severs Jr. 
in memory of Gwendolyn Flo Severs 

Ms. Alison Shellman 
Mrs. Dorothy Smith

Ms. Elda Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Marion Walter Spiers 

Mrs. Sellers Thomas Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kelton Christopher Tonn

Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Toranzo 
in honor of Maribeth and Ken Kolpin

Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Tucker 
Mr. and Mrs. James Gary Ulmer 
in memory of Vale Asche Russell
Mr. and Mrs. John Van Lant 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wilkens IV 
in honor of 2019-2020 Charity Ball Committee

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Overall Wilson 
Ms. Margaret Woodruff

Dr. and Mrs. Joshua Taylor Woody

The Junior League apologizes for any errors or omissions in this listing. This listing is as of Thursday, April 16, 2020.
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“Where flowers bloom, so does hope.” – Lady Bird Johnson
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	 The 72nd Annual Charity Ball – Secret Garden showed that 

beautiful blooms truly do bring hope as the Ball raised nearly 

$850,000 to support the Junior League of Houston’s mission to 

promote voluntarism across the Houston community. 

	 For a few nights in early February, the League building was 

transformed into a Secret Garden. As guests arrived, they were 

greeted with a canopy of greenery and roses created by Bramble 

& Bee. As they made their way into the ball, floral surprises were 

around every corner, including garden swings in the courtyard, 

a flower cart with take-away posies by Lanson B. Jones & 

Company in the Tea Room and a “Secret (beer) Garden” on the 

back lanai. 

	 Guests were encouraged to pick baubles from the Buccellati 

Blossom Bar by Tenenbaum Jewelers and participate in the Big 

Board and silent auction. Featured items included an escape to 

Banff, a night at the theater and the opportunity to drive a Sewell 

car for all seasons. 

	 As she invited everyone to sit for dinner, President Jayne 

Sheehy Johnson reminded everyone of the reason the League 

holds the Ball every year, to raise funds that ensure that the 

Junior League will continue to provide critical community 

programs for a better Houston, as well as essential training to 

unlock the potential in all of our dedicated volunteers . Funds 

raised at Charity Ball and other events are paired with more than 

100,000 hours of service from League volunteers, resulting in an 

annual contribution to the Houston community that exceeds $2 

million through the League’s community projects and community 

assistance grants. 

	 Once the dessert course was passed, the Charity Ball all-

volunteer member cast invited guests to “Come to My Garden” as 

the talent of the League was showcased through musical numbers 

featuring singers and instrumentalists including a cellist and 

pianist with ballet dancers en pointe. As the show ended, cast 

members pulled guests from tables and invited them to join the 

party getting started in the Tea Room. 

	 Late night party guests danced the night away to tunes by DJ 

London on Friday night and DJ Athenz on Saturday night. As 

the party extended into midnight, Whataburger Honey Butter 

Chicken Biscuits were brought out to help ease any cravings. 

	 In addition to two fabulous evenings of the Charity Ball, the 

weekend kicked off with a Friends & Family night celebration – 

Garden Party - which encouraged members to give a glimpse of 

the Ball’s glamour to their families. The little Leaguers enjoyed a 

preview of the Charity Ball show and danced into early evening 

with their own DJ. All three nights were a smashing success 

thanks to the hard work and volunteer hours of Charity Ball 

Chairman Mary Lee Hackedorn Wilkens and the 52 women 

on Charity Ball committees, 20 members of the cast, and over 

160 women working SETs, who ensured that the event went off 

without a hitch. 

by Lindsey Falconer
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continued
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SECRET GARDEN CHARITY BALL WOULD LIKE TO THANK THESE VENDORS:



62

T
H

E
 J

U
N

IO
R

 L
E

A
G

U
E

 O
F 

H
O

U
S

TO
N

, I
N

C
.  

|  

				        THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON, INC.
				        Gratefully Acknowledges

				       THE UNDERWRITERS OF SECRET GARDEN

ROSE  |  COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Texas Children’s Hospital

Premier Community Partner

Sewell Automotive Companies

Presenting Automotive Sponsor

Memorial Hermann

CCRM Fertility Houston

The Woman’s Hospital of Texas 

An HCA Affiliated Hospital

POPPY

Mary Lee and Richard Wilkens

DAFFODIL

Semmes and Will Burns

Friend of the League

Jayne and Garrett Johnston

Jack H. and William M. Light 

Charitable Trust

John P. McGovern Foundation

Strake Foundation

UBS / Rathjen Consulting Group

Walter Oil & Gas Corporation 

Charitable Fund

The Iris and Lloyd Webre Foundation

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
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SNAPDRAGON
Akerman / David Clark

Ms. Megan Anson and Mr. Phillip White / Megan Duffey Armstrong  
and Taylor Armstrong / Ashlee Kilchrist / Kaliko and Omid Veiseh /  
Megan Young-John and Philip John

Susan and John Barnes / Celeste Byrom / Courtney and Christopher Durham 
/ Katherine Lacey and Will Graham / Alicia Lee / Kristiann Rushton / 
Jennifer Stewart

Julie and Matthew Baughman

Julie and Matthew Baughman / Kalinda Ilesha Campbell / Rebecca and Clark 
Dalton / Katie and Scott Grahmann / Amanda Hanks and Michael Bayles / 
Leslie Keyes

Mr. and Mrs. Fuller Blanchette / Randi and Charles Blaschke / Helyna 
Bledsoe and John Thompson / Mr. and Mrs. Justin William Ely / Amanda 
Hanks and Michael Bayles

Helyna Bledsoe and John Thompson / Shems and Patrick Blomberg / Lisa 
and Charles Houssiere / Marie and Kevin Newton / Jennifer and Coleby 
Weinstock

Amanda and Terry Boffone

Amanda and Terry Boffone / Courtney and Buck Baker / Katie Kildal and 
Rodrigo Himiob / Helen and Richard Lake / Bobbi Petersen and Steve Benoit

David and Savanna Bowman / Jason and Summer Craig /  
Clint and Carol Wood 

Lauren Brown / Michelle Bruce / Laura Carter / Michelle Esparza /  
L.L. Susanna Kise / Alyssa Rains Merryman / Josie Morgan /  
Amy Renz / Melisse Reynolds / Sally Anne Schmidt

Lauren and Cameron Brown / Callie Anne and Bryan Stahl

Kalinda Ilesha Campbell / Casey Jo and Jeffrey Chapman / Gerè Cole / 
Samantha and Brent Pederson / Sameka and Joseph Wood III

CenterPoint Energy / Megan and Jason Ryan

Jenny Childers / Sarah and Cody Davidson / Lauren Freitag /  
Meg and Guy Oliphint / Mr. and Mrs. Edward Booth Shouse /  
Sara-Nell and John Van Lant

Comerica Bank

Amy and Kevin Comiskey / Katie and R. Whitney Mears

Amy Dunn Comiskey / Mimi Foerster / Katie Hackedorn / Jennifer Howard / 
Selby Bush Lilley / Megan Long / Abbey Roberson / Selina Sauter / Shannon 
Beirne Wiesedeppe / Mitra Woody / Beth Zdeblick

The Crain Foundation – Lacy Crain and Joe Galloway

Shelby Damiani / Elizabeth and Anthony A. Garcia / Lauren Gates /  
Katie and Scott Grahmann / Kelly Hickman / Leslie Keyes / Lia Vallone / 
Nicol Voutsinas / Mary Kathryn Waters

Karen Dixon / Martha Ann Snyder / Sarah Snyder

Fayez Sarofim & Co.

Frost Bank

The Hackedorn Family

Hildebrand Fund at the Greater Houston Community Foundation

Caroline and Michael Kennedy

Nancy and Bill Knapp II

Kodiak Gas Services, LLC

Prosperity Bank

Tiffanie and Chris Reina

Jan and Bill Sheehy

Jan and Tom Simmons Fund at the Greater Houston Community Foundation

Elizabeth and Benjamin Smith

Elizabeth and Benjamin Smith / Tricia and Tommy Thompson

Amy and Clinton Strickland

Laura and Mark White

Sandy Wilkens

DELPHINIUM 
Dorothy and Mickey Ables
Marguerite Baldwin
Jack and Missy Belcher
Marie Sharpe Blaine
Laura and Jonathan Bonck
Mr. and Mrs. E. Charles Brod
Megan and Jordan Brown
Kristen and David Buck
Virginia Meyers Watt Chandler
Chevron Matching Gift Program 
   on behalf of Steph Magers, Kristiann Rushton    
   and Jennifer Stewart
Katherine and Brett Clair
Comiskey Foundation 
   on behalf of Amy Comiskey
Conoco Phillips Matching Gift Program 
   on behalf of Leslie and Trevor Keyes
Emily and Holcombe Crosswell
Carol Brollier Deason 
   in honor of Mary Margaret Brollier
 

 
Courtney Fairchild Durham
Sydney Goss
Suzanne and Danny Grant
Tara Merla Hinton
Megan and Luke Hotze
Natalie and Ross Irvin
Frances and Rick Jeter
Kirby Inland Marine 
   on behalf of Caroline Kennedy
Lyndsey and Daniel Knight
Vicki Lange
Alicia Lee
Tanya Merla Leiber
Steph Magers
Kimberly and Scott Martin
Taylor McDaniel
Courtney and Matthew McKenna
Kaitlin Lolie McLellan and Peter McClellan
Grant Perdue
Courtney Pham and Dr. Quoc Pham

 
Becky and Wayne Pivec
Platform Partners 
   on behalf of Laura Thompson
Jeanette Pratt
Pamela Price
Carroll R. Ray
Robert and Jane Reeves
Rachel and Tom Regan
Liz and Karl Rice
Liz Rigney
Jennifer and Steven Roberts 
   in honor of Mary Lee Wilkens  
   and Jayne Johnston
Maidie Ryan
Margo W. Salmonsen
Judy Sauer
Sally Anne Schmidt and Marc Tabolsky
Anne Sears and Bill Peltier
Jennifer Sickler
Heather Simpson

 
Michael Ann and Will Singleton
Ashley and Jonathan Sloan
Alan and Claudia Stewart
Lisa and David Stone
Laura Thompson
Ellen Toranzo
Ellen and Jorge Toranzo
UBS Matching Gift Program 
   on behalf of Mimi Foerster
Francita and Jim Ulmer
Lynda Underwood
Emily and Kolby Wahl
Whitney and Marc Walsh 
   in honor of Mary Lee Wilkens
Elizabeth Cowden Walter
Tamra Wilkerson
Alex and Darien Yarbrough
YourCause, LLC  
   Trustee for Robert Half 
   on behalf of Casey Jo Chapman
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st. mark’s moms love the
 junior league houston!

come join our engaged community

st. mark’s episcopal school 
in west u serves students in 

preschool 2s through 8th grade. 

learn more at stmes.org
Broker Associate

713.492.1511
mathildeh@johndaugherty.com

j o h n d a u g h e r t y . c o m
The BEST Real Estate Website In Houston!

Handling your Real Estate Needs...

...in Houston’s nicest neighborhoods!!

MATHILDE C. F. HOEFER
john daugherty, realtors

Broker Associate

713.492.1511
mathildeh@johndaugherty.com

j o h n d a u g h e r t y . c o m
The BEST Real Estate Website In Houston!

Handling your Real Estate Needs...

...in Houston’s nicest neighborhoods!!

MATHILDE C. F. HOEFER
john daugherty, realtors

Broker Associate

713.492.1511
mathildeh@johndaugherty.com

j o h n d a u g h e r t y . c o m
The BEST Real Estate Website In Houston!

Handling your Real Estate Needs...

...in Houston’s nicest neighborhoods!!

MATHILDE C. F. HOEFER
john daugherty, realtors
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schoolofthewoods.org

1321 Wirt Rd. • Houston TX 77055

Life Long Learners
E�ective Collaborators
Confident Leaders

Montessori Education since 1962
Early Childhood through Grade 12

HOUSTON NEWS – JUNIOR LEAGUE
AD REP – Tracy Snyder
tracyssnyder@gmail.com

COLOR Ad 1C

Donate at CampHopeAFH.org 

JULY 12–17, 2020

Established 25 years ago, Camp Hope 
was the first camp for children living 
with HIV/AIDS in Texas. 2020 brings 
the addition of siblings and the 
inaugural Teen Leadership Institute.

Donate at CampHopeAFH.org 

JULY 12–17, 2020

Established 25 years ago, Camp Hope 
was the first camp for children living 
with HIV/AIDS in Texas. 2020 brings 
the addition of siblings and the 
inaugural Teen Leadership Institute.

Because of your countless hours 
and donations of professional attire, 
Dress for Success Houston will serve 

thousands of women in 2020.

For more information about volunteer 
opportunities or donations, please contact 

houston@dressforsuccess.org.

Thank you JLH volunteers for being a part of our women’s journey to self-sufficiency!
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Bo’s Place.......................................................... 17

Cadence Bank.................................................. 64

Cammarata Pediatric Dentistry Group.......... 66

Camp Hope...................................................... 65

Camp Olympia................................................. 66

CCRM Fertility Houston................................ 05

Central Market................................................. 31

Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital........ 03

Dress For Success Houston............................ 65

Eagle’s Trace..................................................... 35

French Cuff...................................................... 43

Geo H. Lewis & Sons...................................... 42

Mathilde C. F. Hoefer 

    John Daugherty, Realtors........................... 64

Houston Racquet Club.................................... 27

Houston Trust Company................................. 39

Katie & Co........................................................ 01

Maison Maison................................................. 46

Menninger........................................................ 07

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics 

    Dr. Julie Longoria & Dr. Stephen Chen.... 30

Persona Medical Spa....................................... 23

School of the Woods........................................ 65

Sewell....................................................................BC

St. Mark’s Episcopal School............................ 64

Suzann Cooley Richardson,  

    Martha Turner/Sotheby’s............................ 47

Taste of Texas Restaurant................................ 47

Texas Children’s Hospital............................. IFC

Texas Children’s Hospital  

    Pavilion for Women.................................. IBC

The Woman’s Hospital of Texas...................... 09

TRIBUTE at The Houstonian........................ 22

Appreciating
Volunteerism!

Your Pediatric Dental Specialists
Rita M. Cammarata  DDS  Founder/Owner

Adam C. Shisler  DDS, MSD  Owner
Brenden E. Taylor  DDS, MSD  Owner

Proudly Supporting
J U N I O R LEA G U E O F

HOUSTON

Appreciating
Volunteerism!



Hope for a 
healthy future

Juliana’s care at Texas Children’s Hospital began in the months before her birth 
because of a severe congenital heart defect. Her family feared the worst when 
she was also born prematurely. But when she was 17 days old, Juliana received 
a new heart—and her family received the hope they were seeking. 

Texas Children’s is dedicated to providing the highest quality care for all those 
who come to us for treatment, from before birth into their adult lives. Your 
donation can help us do just that and give children like Juliana the best chance 
for a happy and healthy future. 

Donate today at give.texaschildrens.org

Steadfast
When you’re little, nothing comforts you quite 
like your mother’s touch. Time marches on, but 
a mother’s love never does; its imprint stays with 
you forever. Likewise, a woman’s experience 
giving birth often stays with her in vivid detail 
for the rest of her life. That’s one reason why we 
believe women should be in charge of choosing 
the delivery they want – midwife or OB, natural 
or medicated, VBAC or C-section – while we stand 
by with the experience and expertise to ensure 
medical needs are met.

Here for life.

© 2020 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. PFW_212750_19

PFW_212750_19_ad_HFL_OB_MeganB_JLH.indd   1 12/2/19   3:57 PM
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1811 Briar Oaks Lane
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www.jlh.org
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