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The nation’s #1 pediatric heart 
center for half a decade.

At Texas Children’s Heart Center, we never settle for current technologies or stop pursuing tomorrow’s

medical breakthrough. That’s why we’ve been ranked the nation’s #1 pediatric heart center for 5 years in a row. 

And it’s why our team of expert physicians is committed to making constant improvements, every single day.

Because we look beyond cardiac conditions and towards a future of lifelong heart health.

Start your heart journey today at texaschildrens.org/heart.
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Family,
nature and

health all go 
together.

Olivia Newton-John  
(singer, actress, activist)

If a rift or 
discord  

affects your 
family  

Our therapists and other mental health experts offer a 
number of services to assist you and your family.

 Individual, couples, family and group therapy
 Intensive outpatient program for adolescents with  
 family coaching and support
 At-home services for adolescents or adults 
 An assessment to provide definitive answers and 
 recommendations
 Psychoeducational testing for students
 Safe, therapeutic care in case of a crisis

Unity and harmony can be your family’s new reality. 

 Call today to get started. 
713-275-5400

For more, visit MenningerClinic.org
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Babies come from better science, better 
doctors and higher success rates.

Babies come from CCRM, the pioneer of the fertility science that leads  
to higher success rates. Start your fertility journey with a leading fertility  

specialist today. 

Three Houston area locations  
Memorial City, Medical Center 
and Sugar Land. 

(713) 465-1211  
ccrmivf.com/houston ...where babies come from!

The Rouixes 
CCRM Family

Please scan this QR code to view  
the Rouix Family Success Story.
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L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E

president

I began the year with imagery of a sunrise 

detailing how light would break apart the black sky 

with the most gorgeous rays and colors. The sunrise symbolized 

the beginning of a new day. It was a fresh start and a positive mind 

shift that enabled us all to take ONE step forward after the darkest 

days of the COVID-19 pandemic. Through this year, the light has 

been shining upon all our volunteers as we have served the Houston 

community with an unwavering commitment despite the stop and 

start of the variants. Now, as the light begins to dim and blur into the 

background, the sun is now ready to set. During this relinquishing of 

light, I always find it a peaceful time for reflection. 

 “It is almost impossible to watch a sunset and not dream.”  

– Bernard Williams

 As the sun is setting on another presidential term, I am so proud 

of what has been accomplished this year. A few highlights are:

 *Creation of the Care & Concern Group – 92 members joined 

this non-credit opportunity to support League members who are 

experiencing hardship or crisis. This group wrote weekly notes of 

encouragement to a member going through a life struggle that none 

of us can comprehend as well as provided Christmas presents and a 

holiday meal to a member who was personally struggling but knew 

celebrating the holiday would provide normalcy to her family.

 *Texas Children’s Hospital SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic 

Ribbon Cutting – The mobile clinic is designed to provide services 

to medically underserved children in the Houston 

community. The Junior League completed a three-year 

campaign to fund its third SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic which 

culminated with a formal ribbon cutting celebration.

 *The Road Home Charity Ball – The League raised over 

$900,000 as we welcomed our donors and friends back home to 1811 

Briar Oaks Lane for the 74th Annual Charity Ball. These donations 

support our mission of promoting voluntarism in the Houston 

community as well as training and educating our members, so they 

cultivate their civic leadership skills and continue to serve our city well 

beyond their active years of membership.

 “Sunsets are proof that no matter what happens,  

every day can end beautifully.” – Kristen Butler

The stories in this magazine showcase not only what our 

volunteers have accomplished but why it is significant. As we come to 

the end of a League year, it is important to not only reflect on the year 

but to also reset and prepare for the next League year ahead. 

 As James Keller said, “A candle loses nothing by lighting another 

candle” and so now I light another candle as I pass on the leadership of 

this organization to the 99th President, Anne Sears. I am  

confident that the Junior League of Houston will continue to be a 

beacon of light for the Houston community under the leadership of 

Anne and her incoming team as the League approaches its  

Centennial anniversary.

Jennifer Scheifley Roberts

President
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The birthplace of women’s care in Houston.
We were the first hospital in Houston and first facility in Texas 

dedicated to the health of women and newborns. 

For more than 45 years, our caregivers have provided unparalleled 

Woman-first care, treating each patient as an individual with 

understanding, compassion and support for who she is at every 

stage of life. Learn more at womanshospital.com

Be treated like 
    the individual
you are.

TWHT_JLH Fertility Ad_v3.indd   1TWHT_JLH Fertility Ad_v3.indd   1 3/16/22   9:58 AM3/16/22   9:58 AM
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editor
“ I  M U S T  A D M I T  T H A T  I  P E R S O N A L L Y  M E A S U R E  S U C C E S S  I N  T E R M S  O F  

T H E  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  A N  I N D I V I D U A L  M A K E S  T O  H E R … F E L L O W  H U M A N  B E I N G S .”  

–  M A R G A R E T  M E A D

In its 97th year of operations, the Junior 

League of Houston supports 33 Community 

Projects by supplying trained volunteers and 

making financial donations. This spring, the 

League awarded $150,000 in Community Assistance grants to 

12 Houston-based charities, including two which support this 

year’s specific Focus Area of Abuse/Neglect of Children. In April, 

the League’s Leadership Institute Training program completed 

its Capstone Community Project by painting a colorful mural at 

The Children’s Assessment Center, a local non-profit that serves 

vulnerable children in the greater Houston community. 

What drives the Junior League of Houston’s impactful civic 

service? The answer is the dedication of the outstanding women 

who comprise our membership. 

I think the quotation above sums up the outlook of most 

League members, including the two amazing women who are this 

year’s recipients of the League’s highest accolades. The first is Sara 

Houstoun Lindsey Award recipient Wendy Lewis Armstrong, 

our League’s inaugural Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Director, 

whose contributions to the Houston community are nothing 

short of inspiring. 

Second is Adelaide Lovett Baker Award 

recipient Andrea Broussard Davidson, who 

turned the tragic loss of her teenage son into 

a catalyst to co-found her own impactful 

charitable organization.

Our 100 Years Later series continues with a glimpse into 

League life during the post-war boom era of the 1950s: a time 

 of expansion where our League chapter, originally founded by  

12 forward-thinking women, reached over 1,000 members to 

become the country’s fifth-largest League and surpassed $200,000 

in donations to the local community. 

Finally, this issue concludes with a tribute to League sustainer 

Judy Ohlrogge Cedeño, whose posthumously published 

children’s book is symbolic of her altruism, passion for education 

and sense of humor.

I hope that you enjoy reading about our remarkable 

members and that you will be inspired by their compassion 

and commitment to voluntarism. This issue is dedicated to the 

women of the Junior League: the bold and thoughtful volunteers 

who devote their time and energy to diligently serving the greater 

Houston community. It is my honor to tell their stories.

Sarah Davidson

Houston News Editor 
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We need you. 
Help us change lives every day.

Ambassadors for Texas Children’s Hospital serve as a voice for sick and injured  
children, while supporting the work of the hospital through financial contributions, 

events, and social advocacy.

As an Ambassador, you have the opportunity to attend exclusive,  
behind-the-scenes educational and social events to learn more about 

  the patients we serve.

And with a public health crisis still part of our daily lives, we know better 
  days are ahead. In fact, we are pressing for them.

Join us. Become an Ambassador today.

For more information about becoming an Ambassador,
visit TexasChildrens.org/Ambassadors or call 832-824-6900.

Ambassadors_Ad_ID_2.indd   1Ambassadors_Ad_ID_2.indd   1 11/15/21   2:46 PM11/15/21   2:46 PM



At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

H O U S T O N ’ S 

WHITE GLOVE SERVICE

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

TEN TEN BERING DRIVE  |  HOUSTON, TX 77057  |  713.789.3005  |  WWW.GEOHLEWIS.COM 
Geo. H. Lewis & Sons is proud to be a member of the Dignity Memorial® network.

At Geo. H. Lewis & Sons, we have always provided exceptional service. Our quality of service 
and dedication has never wavered, not since our founder decreed in 1936 that we would be servants to 
Houston’s most distinguished families, responding to their needs with compassion and care like no other. 

We have earned our reputation as Houston’s most prestigious funeral provider, and we have constantly 
endeavored to better serve you. That means offering a breadth of services that is unmatched and a 
constant, steadfast commitment to your satisfaction.

J .  DOUGLAS DRUMMOND, PRESIDENT & CEO

JERRY J.  REYES,  VICE-PRESIDENT



24/7 PEDIATRIC COVERAGE 
ONE-OF-A-KIND PERSONALIZED CARE

With over 40 specialty programs, we’re able to put your children 
exactly where they need to be – first. We provide 24/7 dedicated 
pediatric emergency room care at Children’s Memorial Hermann 
Hospital, our Level 1 Trauma Center in the Texas Medical Center, 
and at our three community hospital locations in Katy, Memorial 
City and Sugar Land. Because we believe there’s only one way 
to treat your child – as our own.

THIS ISN’T 
PATIENT
20677-6
THIS IS 
MIA

memorialhermann.org/childrens Advancing health. Personalizing care.



G R A C I O U S  .  I N S P I R I N G  .  E N E R G E T I C  .  C R E AT I V E
PAS S I O N AT E  .  L E V E L - H E A D E D  .  L O YA L  .  E N G A G E D

These are the words that Megan Anne Ryan used to capture the sterling qualities of her friend and former colleague 

when nominating Wendy Lewis Armstrong for one of the League’s highest accolades, the Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award.
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WENDY LEWIS
ARMSTRONG

2 0 2 1  –  2 0 2 2
S A R A  H O U S T O U N  

L I N D S E Y 
A WA R D  R E C I P I E N T

By: Renée Shockley Davis, Sustainer Writer



The Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award is bestowed on an 

active Junior League member who is determined to make a 

difference, and through example, has inspired a shared sense of 

responsibility, living the mission of the League as part of her 

everyday life. Wendy brought professional skills and experience 

gained at PricewaterhouseCoopers and in her current job as 

Director of Internal Audit at Noble Drilling Corporation to the 

Houston League as Tea Room Treasurer, Community Treasurer 

and Financial Vice President. Armstrong’s commitment, however, 

extends beyond the financial realm. She enjoyed her League 

volunteer work for Baylor Teen Health Clinic and as a Pen Pal, and 

she provided guidance and support as a mentor to transfers and 

provisionals six times during her ten years of membership.

Armstrong retires this year from active League service 

having served in a vital position as its first Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion Director. Says 2020 – 2021 Membership Vice President, 

Helyna Bledsoe, about Armstrong’s leadership style: “Wendy has 

been passionate about the member experience and training and 

educating those members. Her goal has always been to make every 

person feel welcome and wanted in the League, regardless of race, 

socioeconomic background, education or lifestyle. She was a great 

leader as Financial Vice President by recruiting newer members 

to take on leadership roles and empowering them to go learn and 

do.” Fellow League member Zerlene Shamblee affirms, “Through 

her leadership, Wendy pushes all to be their best self and reach for 

goals that are outside of their comfort zone. She develops a vision 

and works tirelessly to make sure that all comes to fruition while 

ensuring her team feels heard and a part of each step.”

Outside the Junior League, Armstrong is a third-generation 

member of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo (HLSR) 

Black Heritage Committee, recently completing a three-year term 

as committee chairman. During her term, she created a mentorship 

program for inner-city middle school students of color to educate 

them about how agriculture impacts their everyday lives and to 

inspire the next generation of Black cowboys and rodeo volunteers. 

As the ultimate vote of confidence in her leadership, Armstrong was 
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Family & Dear Friends

----- continued



elected by the general membership in June 2020 as one of the 

Rodeo’s 22 newly appointed directors. She was also appointed 

to serve on two Rodeo board committees: the Educational 

Contributions Review Committee and, unsurprisingly, the 

Budget Committee. Through these committees, Wendy has 

a hand in keeping HLSR financially healthy so that it can 

distribute millions of dollars through student scholarships and 

education program grants to non-profit agencies.

Armstrong is also active at Wheeler Avenue Baptist 

Church and is a member of its Women’s Guild, serving as the 

honorary chairwoman of the March 2022 Audrey H. Lawson 

IMPACT Award Luncheon to benefit the church’s Inner-City 

Visions Program. And in what must be very little spare time, 

Wendy is a Girl Scout Troop Leader and actively participates in 

her sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. She is a member 

of Top Ladies of Distinction and the Board of Trustees for 

HCA Houston Healthcare Northwest. Despite a life already 

filled with a challenging job and meaningful volunteer work, 

Armstrong joined the League to broaden her social circle and 

connect with like-minded women from diverse backgrounds.

Armstrong’s own call to action to her fellow League 

members embodies the spirit of the Sara Houstoun Lindsey 

Award and the personality of the woman for whom it is named: 

“The League provides a safe and structured environment to try 

new things. Be brave, embrace new opportunities. Remember 

that everyone has a purpose and a place here. In the end, I hope 

the seeds that I sow leave the world a better place and make a 

difference in someone’s life.”

Regarding the nomination of Armstrong for this honor, 

Junior League sustainer Dr. Nicole Walters remarks, “I admire 

how Wendy utilizes her skills learned from the Junior League to 

better other entities that she is part of. This is how we shape the 

community and make it better for those we serve.” That’s exactly 

what the Sara Houstoun Lindsey Award recognizes. F 

WELL DONE, 
WENDY! 
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Wendy with her husband, Vince Armstrong

Wendy with Megan Ryan, Jennifer Roberts and Helyna Bledsoe

 2020 – 2021 Executive Committee

Wendy with her mother, Toni Middleton Lewis
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At Pediatrix® Cardiology of Houston, our 
board-certified and fellowship-trained pediatric 
cardiologists specialize in the full range of fetal, 
pediatric congenital cardiovascular care, 
including imaging, preventive cardiology, 
interventional cardiology and advanced 
arrhythmia management.

Passionate about treating infants, children and 
adolescents with common to complex heart 
conditions, our pediatric cardiologists are 
committed to providing exceptional patient 
care. We proudly partner with our patients and 
their families and work collaboratively with local 
hospitals, referring providers and other medical 
specialists to create a personalized care plan 
centered around each child’s unique diagnosis.

Our mission is to improve the lives of every 
child entrusted to our care. We look forward to 
helping your child achieve life-long heart health.

Pediatrix Cardiology of Houston

©2022 Pediatrix Medical Group.

— Donna Goff, M.D., MS
     Practice Medical Director
     Fetal & Pediatric Cardiology

     Pediatrix Cardiology of Houston 

Dr. Goff is passionate about the care 

she provides as a nationally 

recognized fetal and pediatric 

cardiologist. She has dedicated her 

career to advancing fetal imaging, 

prenatal management and postnatal 

management of patients pregnant 

with a child diagnosed with a 

complex congenital heart defect. She 

completed her undergraduate studies at 

Boston College in psychology and 

psychobiology. After completing her 

undergraduate degree, she completed her 

Master’s in Science in Sports Medicine at the 

University of Massachusetts (Amherst) and 

Doctor of Medicine with distinction in research 

at Albany Medical College. Following medical 

school, Dr. Goff completed her pediatrics 

residency and UCSF Benioff Children’s 

Hospital in San Francisco and pediatric 

cardiology fellowship at The University of 

Pennsylvania’s Perelman School of Medicine. 

She also completed a senior fellowship in 

echocardiography/fetal echocardiography and 

a post-doctoral NIH T32 research fellowship at 

Perelman School of Medicine and Children’s 

Hospital of Philadelphia. Dr. Goff continues to 

dedicate her time to mentoring fellow 

clinicians and colleagues to provide her 

expertise in fetal and pediatric cardiology. 

Learn more about our practice.

Clinician Spotlight: 

CARDIOLOGY OF HOUSTON
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THE 2021 ADELAIDE LOVETT BAKER AWARD RECIPIENT

ANDREA
BROUSSARDDavidsonBy: Maidie Ryan, Sustainer Writer

“ H O P E  I S  I M P O R T A N T 

B E C A U S E  I T  C A N 

M A K E  T H E  P R E S E N T 

M O M E N T  L E S S 

D I F F I C U LT  T O  B E A R . 

I F  W E  B E L I E V E 

T O M O R R O W  W I L L  B E 

B E T T E R ,  W E  C A N  B E A R 

A  H A R D S H I P  T O D AY. ”  

– Thich Nhat Hanh

Each year, the Junior League of Houston Sustaining Club recognizes a sustaining member for her  

continued commitment to “Building A Better Community.” Andrea Broussard Davidson is the well-deserving 

2021 recipient of this award. Andrea embodies hope, perseverance and strength. 
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Andrea has served the Houston 

community through her numerous roles 

with The Junior League of Houston, Inc. 

In her active years with the Junior League, 

Andrea served on the Board of Directors, 

as well as the Executive Committee, where 

she gained valuable experience running 

non-profit organizations. Past leadership 

roles include Community Vice President, 

Children’s Health and Education Director 

and Texas Children’s Hospital Chairman. As 

a sustainer, she continues to serve the Junior 

League in advisory roles. 

Andrea and her husband, Scott, co-

founded the Chance for Hope Foundation 

after the loss of their thirteen-year-old son, Chance, to brain cancer 

in the fall of 2013. As President of the Foundation, her passion is 

to help families undergoing pediatric cancer treatment. Andrea has 

worked tirelessly to develop and implement the many programs that 

the Chance for Hope Foundation offers to families. The Foundation 

was originally created to provide housing to families who must travel 

to Houston for medical care but could not afford to stay at a hotel 

during multi-week treatments. The Chance for Hope Foundation has 

furnished and provides five residential units to be used individually as 

“home away from home” respites for these families. 

Recalling that Chance wanted to be like other teens, Andrea began 

hosting “Enchanted Night,” where teenage cancer patients enjoy the 

long-awaited privilege of dressing up for a night of dancing. Since 

2016, the Foundation has also hosted the “Chance for Hope Going 

Gold Fun Run” to remember the many children who have been taken 

from us too soon and to extend support to all those who continue 

to battle cancer with incredible strength and courage. Through the 

Foundation, Andrea is hopeful that her son’s name will live on by 

transforming an unimaginable loss into something positive for other 

cancer patients. 

Andrea’s commitment to “Building A Better Community” extends 

beyond the League and the Chance for Hope Foundation. In the years 

following Chance’s death, Andrea knew her family was feeling a daily 

void in their home. She summoned the courage to host an exchange 

student from Austria. Rather than wallowing in loss, Andrea took 

on the challenge of serving as a tour guide and surrogate mother to a 

teenage girl in a new country. 

 Along with a team from Texas Children’s Hospital, Andrea 

visited an organization called Bless the Child in Uganda. It was in 

Uganda that she met Cathy, a teenage girl who had a large tumor 

on her spinal cord that prevented her from being able to sit or stand 

properly. Andrea insisted Cathy, her mother and a translator travel to 

the United States where they stayed in a Chance for Hope Foundation 

residence during months of treatment. Thanks to Andrea’s persistence, 

Cathy will return to Uganda this summer with the ability to live a 

----- continued

By: Maidie Ryan, Sustainer Writer

Andrea Davidson, Whitney Walsh and Jennifer Roberts

Marcie Berry, Keli Luce, Stephanie Swingle and Cecilia Edwards
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fuller, healthier life. In the words of Doug Suggitt, Executive Director 

of The Periwinkle Foundation, “Andrea Davidson continues to pave 

the way for so many deserving children and their families to have 

access to the best cancer care in the world at Texas Children’s Hospital 

and MD Anderson Cancer Center. It is an honor and privilege to call 

Andrea a friend, colleague and a true visionary.”

Prior to becoming a mother and volunteer, Andrea’s background 

was in finance. She received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Finance 

from California Polytechnic University, Pomona in 1992 and worked 

many years in the banking industry.

Andrea credits the Junior League for her leadership and non-profit 

training. Her time at the League provided multiple opportunities to 

see the needs in our community and to effectively serve others. She 

received the Adelaide Lovett Baker Award at the JLH Sustaining Club 

Spring Luncheon on Monday, March 7, 2022.  F

Past Adelaide Lovett Baker Award recipients

Whitney Walsh, Andrea Davidson, Amy Comiskey and Mitra Woody 
(ALB Luncheon Co-Chairmen)



A L I C E  +  O L I V I A

T O O T S I E S . C O MA T L A N T AD A L L A SH O U S T O N
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By: Lauren Brown, Charity Ball Chairman

After spending the past year apart, over 600 Junior League 

members, patrons and donors returned home to the League for the 

anticipated yearly gala. The Junior League of Houston hosted its 

74th Annual Charity Ball: The Road Home, on Friday, February 4, 

and Saturday, February 5, 2022, and raised over $900,000 to fund 

the League’s community initiatives. The Charity Ball was filled with 

long-standing traditions like the annual Junior League member 

performance and exciting raffles such as the coveted Junior League 

parking space and a bottle of Blanton’s bourbon. Guests enjoyed a 

three-course seated dinner which included filet of beef served with 

jumbo lump crab macaroni and cheese and premium wine pairings. 

Following dinner, Johnny Bravo Entertainment led the live auction 

which included trips to Costa Rica, Belize and Mexico, custom-made 

“His + Hers” boots from Republic Boot Company and priceless 

George Strait tickets. Guests also had access to the silent auction and 

whiskey tastings by Giant Distillery. Bidders who contributed to the 

fundraiser took home items such as Texas flag paintings from local 

artist, Taft McWhorter, trips to the unforgettable Kentucky Bourbon 

Trail and Waikiki, beautiful diamond earrings from Diamonds Direct 

and timeless turquoise jewelry by Christina Greene. Attendees enjoyed 

specialty cocktails and live music from The Grooves on Friday evening 

and the Honky Tonk Revivalists on Saturday evening. F 
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----- continued



22

T
H

E
 J

U
N

IO
R

 L
E

A
G

U
E

 O
F 

H
O

U
S

TO
N

, I
N

C
.  

|  



  |    S
P

R
IN

G
 2

0
2

2
 H

O
U

S
TO

N
 N

E
W

S

23



24

T
H

E
 J

U
N

IO
R

 L
E

A
G

U
E

 O
F 

H
O

U
S

TO
N

, I
N

C
.  

|  

Southern Live Oak
Texas Children’s Hospital 
Premier Community Partner 

CCRM Fertility Houston

CenterPoint Energy / Megan and Jason Ryan

Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital

Pediatrix Medical Group

Jennifer and Steve Roberts

Sewell Automotive Companies 
Presenting Automotive Sponsor

The Woman’s Hospital of Texas

Mossy Oak 
CIEL Restaurant + Lounge Strake Foundation

Willow Oak 
Lauren and Cameron Brown

CR3 Partners

Jack H. & William M. Light Charitable Trust

Rathjen Consulting Group / UBS Financial Services Inc.

The Friedkin Group / Gulf States Toyota

The Kelye and Cynthia Stites Family Foundation

Walter Oil & Gas Corporation Charitable Fund

Winhoven Group

Thank you to our underwriters!
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Post Oak
2021 – 2022 Fall Transfers

Akerman LLP

Leslie Alston and Michael Zenker / Lavinia Boyd and Gary T. Hellings / Nancy Hedrick / 
Lisa Hostler / Anne Barclay Reed / Sarah and Don Thrasher

Christina Altenau / Missy Belcher / Sarah Davidson / Steph Magers /  
Josie Morgan / Melisse Reynolds / Maidie Ryan / Selina Sauter /  

Mary Catherine Sharman / Danna White

Megan Anson / Ashlyn and Ryan Hanna / Courtney and Brian Huskinson /  
Chelsea Johnson / Aliza Mahdi / Melanie Rosin / Anaam and Trey Zamorano

Megan Anson and Phillip White / Amanda and Rob Connolly /  
Mr. and Mrs. Corey Eickenloff / Kaliko and Omid Veiseh / Sameka and Joseph Wood

Wendy Lewis Armstrong / Helyna Bledsoe / Shems “Mimi” Blomberg /  
Laura Carter / Marie Teixeira Newton / Megan Ryan / Anne Sears /  

Sara-Nell Van Lant / Jennifer Weinstock / Sameka Wood

Ascension Consulting Team, LLC

Susan Barnes / Courtney and Christopher Durham / Elizabeth and Anthony A. Garcia / 
Taylor Hummel and Joshua Coursey / Katherine Lacey and Will Graham /  

Alicia Lee / Kristiann Rushton

Sarah and Jeff Bartlett

Amanda and Michael Bayles / Mr. and Mrs. Fuller Blanchette /  
Randi and Charles Blaschke / Helyna Bledsoe and John Thompson /  

Mr. and Mrs. Justin William Ely 

Megan and Jordan Brown / Danielle and Derek Gillespie /  
Stephanie and Austin Hoffman / Danielle and Blake McGregor /  

Pamela and Craig Varney

Jolie and Charles Campbell / J&S Easterwood Farms /  
Emily and Kolby Wahl / Mr. and Mrs. Darien Yarbrough

Kalinda Ilesha Campbell / Jenny Childers / Monica Gonzales /  
L’Renee and Associates, LLC / Emily-Frances McAdams /  

Chantel Williams – The AFP Group

Sonya and Richard Coffman / Joanne and John Kelley

Comerica Bank

Amy Dunn Comiskey / Lauren Gates / Natalie and David Gonzalez /  
Elizabeth and Corey Kendrick / Amanda and Bill Pritchett /  

Laura Rickaway / Amy and Clint Strickland

Amy and Kevin Comiskey / Beth and Nick Zdeblick

Sarah and Cody Davidson / Lauren and Adam Freitag / Anne Sears and Bill Peltier /  
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Booth Shouse / Sara-Nell and John Van Lant

Courtney Durham / Michelle Esparza / Lindsey Macha /  
Kelly Hickman and Ryan Ingraham / Amy and Adam Renz / Ayesha Shelton

Jessica and Tony Essalih / Sydney and Barry Goss / Amy and Braden Keith /  
Laura E. Thompson / DaviAnn Worthington and Rob Steed

Kate and Peter Hays / Judy and William Peterson / Emily and Jonathan Shushtari / 
Margie and Daniel Sutton / Mary Kathryn and Peyton Waters

Caroline and Michael Kennedy

Dionella Martinez and Maurice Eggenschwiler

Flo McGee

Memorial Family Connections

Opportune LLP

Claire and Nick Petree

Prosperity Bank

Qwick

Perry Ann and John Reed

Melissa and Mark Schuck

Diana M. Skerl

Texas Capital Bank

The Iris and Lloyd Webre Foundation

Jennifer and Coleby Weinstock

Overcup Oak
Dorothy and Mickey Ables

Shems “Mimi” and Patrick Blomberg / Blaire and Carson Burdine / Mariam Hejazi / 
Caitlin Olivia Karr / Krystal Wilkerson Winhoven and Herb Winhoven

Blaire Burdine / Lauren Gates / Mary Gilbert / Melissa Hand / Carson Kelley /  
Amanda Jean Pritchett / Laura Rickaway / Amy Strickland

Amanda and Terry Boffone / Jayne and Garrett Johnston / Mary Lee and Richard Wilkens

Semmes and Will Burns / Liz and Seth Chandler / Megan and Luke Hotze

Comiskey Foundation at Greater Houston Community Foundation

Mimi Foerster / Katie Hackedorn / Jennifer Howard / Katie Kildal /  
Katie Montgomery Mears / Rachel Podsednik Regan / Whitney Walsh / Mitra Woody

Jan & Tom Simmons Fund at Greater Houston Community Foundation

Frances and Rick Jeter

Kim & Scott Martin Giving Fund at Fidelity Charitable

Julie and Leon Payne

Becky and Wayne Pivec

Judy Sauer

Ana and Mike Schick

Heather Simpson

Mr. and Mrs. William Joseph Singleton, III

Ashley and Jonathan Sloan

Claudia and Alan Stewart

The Green Tree Fund

Lynda K. Underwood

Whitney Walsh in honor of Lauren Brown

Lacey Oak
Julie and Matthew Baughman

Mr. and Mrs. Mark S. Burgreen

Virginia and John E. Chandler

Chevron Matching Gift Program 
on behalf of Carson Kelley and Steph Magers 

Emily Crosswell

Anita Doyle

Elizabeth and Gardner Dudley

Dr. Bert and Peggy DuPont

Friend of the League

Friend of the League 
in honor of Jennifer Roberts

Laura Gerardi – Nan & Co. Properties

Kate Hays

Nancy F. Haywood

Charlene Johnston

Linda and Patrick Magill

Mr. and Mrs. Alan McClure

Katherine and Dennis Nall

Dr. and Mrs. John Charles Ribble

Patsy and Bob Speed

Jennifer Stewart

Mr. and Mrs. James G. Ulmer 
in memory of June Milton Gray Stobaugh

Elizabeth D. Williams

Kelly Ann Young and Kelvin Lee Rainey

The Junior League apologizes for any errors or omissions in this listing. This listing is as of May 20, 2022.
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What you do 

makes a difference, 

and you have to 

decide what kind of 

difference you 

want to make.
- Jane Goodall

LEADE RSHI P
INST IT U TE
TRA INING
PR O G RAM

W I N S  A WA R D  F R O M  A J L I 

On Saturday, May 14, 2022, the Junior League of Houston received 

the 2022 Leadership Development Award for its Leadership Institute 

Training (LIT) program at the 2022 Association of Junior Leagues 

International (AJLI) Annual Conference in Dallas. In its fourth year, 

the LIT program furthers our mission of developing the potential of 

women by training our future leaders to lead authentically within the 

League. This award is a testament to the women who came before us 

and laid the foundation for this program and an affirmation to the 

current Training & Education Committee who shepherded 25 women 

through this program in 2021 – 2022. This award is also a celebration 

for all who have graduated from LIT and continue to serve the Junior 

League of Houston in various leadership roles. F

Amanda Hanks, President 2023 – 2024, Jennifer Roberts, President 2021 – 2022 , 
Anne Sears, President 2022 – 2023 and  

Kalinda Campbell, AJLI Volunteer Service Specialist Corps
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Houston Racquet Club salutes
The Junior League of Houston for making our community a

better place to LIVE, WORK & PLAY.
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We believe in creating an environment that provides
memories to last a lifetime...
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FAMILY       RECREATION       TENNIS       FITNESS       FUN
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At Pediatrix® Surgery of Houston, our 
internationally recognized, board-certified 
and fellowship-trained physicians create a 
coordinated, personalized care plan for 
each patient’s unique diagnosis. 

With multiple offices conveniently located 
throughout Greater Houston, our pediatric 
surgeons partner with local hospitals and 
various pediatric subspecialists to provide 
a multidisciplinary team approach, 
offering expertise in caring for children 
with common to complex conditions 
requiring surgery.

Our mission is to improve the lives of every 
child entrusted to our care. We look 
forward to serving your child.

Pediatrix Surgery of Houston

©2022 Pediatrix Medical Group.

— Haroon Patel, M.D., MHCM
     Practice Medical Director

“I love taking care of kids! Part of this is 
because I am told I am a big kid myself. 
My grandmother pulled me aside in 
middle school and said she thought I 
would make a great “kiddie doctor.” 

Little did I realize that this message or 
prayer, if you like, would someday come 
to fruition. I would grapple with precisely 
what kind of doctor I wanted to be 
because I enjoyed everything I 

encountered in medical school. I just enjoyed 
learning in general, but I always found myself in my 
element when I was involved in pediatric patients' 
care, especially those with surgical needs. Kids 
seem to bounce back so much quicker after a 
significant operation. Once their acute problem has 
been dealt with, they seem to have less of the 
concerns that adult patients have, with fun, carefree 
attitudes if their immediate needs were taken care 
of. I found this to be so rewarding to get them 
through the painful process of surgery and back to 
what they enjoyed the most – just being a kid. I 
often hear colleagues opine that parents of a sick 
child are hard to deal with. On the contrary, I find 
that parents want the best for their kids, and if we 
can alleviate the pain and suffering of their child, 
these same understandably anxious parents are 
incredibly grateful.

I particularly enjoy pediatric general surgery 
because it remains one of the last bastions of a true 
general surgeon. We can treat various conditions in 
all parts of the body, including, but not limited to, 
mainly the head and neck area, chest and abdomen. 
From simple lumps and bumps to the 
reconstruction of more complex congenital 
malformations, we can help children get back on 
their feet and do what they do best, live life to the 
fullest. I feel blessed to play a small part in this.”

Learn more about our practice.

Clinician Spotlight: 

SURGERY OF HOUSTON
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For over 30 years, Rathjen Consulting Group has been providing sophisticated investors, their families, 
businesses and nonprofits with integrated Private Wealth Management services. As a team of independent 
thinkers guided by our own experience, we bring thoughtful, well-informed perspective to your individual 
and institutional planning and investment goals. 

Whether you are navigating your family’s financial challenges or helping your employees or your 
endowment pursue theirs, we offer advice that evolves with today’s changing wealth management 
landscape. Our experienced consulting team leverages the vast resources and strong financial backing of 
UBS, a powerful global financial leader. 

We believe in guiding our clients and our community today, tomorrow and for generations to come. Let’s 
begin the conversation.

Craig Rathjen
Managing Director–
Wealth Management
Senior Institutional Consultant
713-957-7040
craig.rathjen@ubs.com 

Beau Rathjen
Financial Advisor Associate
713-350-8122
beau.rathjen@ubs.com

Jake Boyer
Wealth Strategy Associate
713-350-8121
jake.boyer@ubs.com

Marshall Miller
Client Service Associate
713-350-8120
marshall.miller@ubs.com

Rathjen Consulting Group
UBS Financial Services Inc.
4400 Post Oak Parkway
Suite 2000
Houston, TX 77027
713-350-8000 
800-861-9827 toll free

advisors.ubs.com/rathjenconsultinggroup

Giving back
Proud to support the Junior League of Houston

As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an SEC-registered investment adviser and 
brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory services and brokerage services are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed 
by different laws and separate arrangements. It is important that you understand the ways in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements and disclosures 
that we provide to you about the products or services we offer. For more information, please review the client relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, 
or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy. © UBS 2022. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. CJ-UBS-569911406     Exp.: 03/31/2023



L EADERSHIP I NSTITUTE TR AINING 
CAPSTONE COMMUNITY PROJECT WITH THE CHILDREN’S ASSESSMENT CENTER

by: Lisa Linney, Finance Communications Manager

This year, The Junior League of Houston, Inc.’s Focus Area is 

Abuse/Neglect of Children. The League was honored to partner 

with local organization, The Children’s Assessment Center (CAC), 

to serve vulnerable children in the greater Houston community. The 

mission of The CAC is to provide a professional, compassionate and 

coordinated approach to the treatment of sexually abused children 

and their families and to serve as an advocate for all children in the 

community. The CAC provides a haven for children who have been 

sexually abused or witnessed a violent crime. A trauma-informed team 

of practitioners use a child-centered, multidisciplinary approach to 

help these young people. 

On Saturday, April 30, 2022, Membership Training Chairman 

Christina Kost led the LIT Capstone Community Project at The 

CAC in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month. The theme 

of the LIT event was Leading with Servitude and provided the LIT 

participants the opportunity to serve in a key Focus Area for the 

2021 – 2022 League year, along with better understanding the needs 

of the community. The event was attended by 20 

Junior League members consisting of LIT participants, 

Executive Committee members, IMPACT Placement 

volunteers and SET volunteers. Together they painted 

an incredible mural designed by local urban artist, 

Justin Garcia.

In addition, League members were able to beautify The CAC’s 

facility walls and clean a sand therapy room that has been out of 

service for two years. These contributions will enable The CAC team 

and partners to feel supported and provide a colorful reminder of their 

impact when serving the children and families. The restoration of the 

sand therapy room will provide a safe and welcoming space for their 

clients as they continue their journey to healing. The CAC hosted a 

volunteer appreciation social following the event with members from 

their Board of Directors.

During the pandemic, The CAC closed its facility including the 

Activity Center which serves children who are waiting for services 

or are waiting on a sibling or parent receiving services. In lieu of the 

Activity Center, The CAC provided activity packs to the children 

which included books, crayons, paper, coloring books, modeling 

compound, fidgeting gadgets and puzzles. These activity packs 

provided children with fun activities and offered comfort. The Junior 

League’s VIEW and IMPACT volunteers assisted The CAC with 

preparing these activity packs as a remote way 

to serve The CAC during the pandemic. Ashlee 

Kilchrist, Focus Area Chairman, shared, “Being 

able to make a small, positive difference in these 

children’s lives is a rewarding part of being a 

League member.” F
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©2022 Pediatrix Medical Group.

Our mission: To provide exceptional 
maternal-fetal medicine care for high-risk 
expectant mothers and their developing 
babies.

Our clinicians: Our board-certified, 
fellowship-trained maternal-fetal medicine 
specialists have extensive experience 
caring for women with complex 
pregnancies and maternal-fetal conditions.

30+ years: Women with high-risk 
pregnancies have entrusted us to their 
care for more than three decades.
12 locations: We offer easy access to 
quality care, with 12 locations across 
Greater Houston.

Compassionate care: Committed to 
providing unconditional dedication and 
compassionate care, our clinicians always 
place the health and wellbeing of mothers 
and their babies at the forefront.

Our services: Preconception and prenatal 
counseling, fetal ultrasound, complex 
pregnancy management, delivery, 
critical-care obstetrics and everything in 
between.

Learn more about our practice.

Healthy mom + Healthy baby
 = our primary objective.

Obstetrix Maternal-Fetal Medicine 
Specialists of Houston Pediatrix

OBSTETRIX
MATERNAL-FETAL MEDICINE
SPECIALISTS OF HOUSTON
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“ WE WELCOM E  BAC K S USTAI NERS AND REUNITE OLD FRIENDS.. .”

by: Natalie Varela Bennett, Community Communications Manager

T H E SUSTAINER 
REENGAGEMENT
CAMPAIGN

As the League approaches the Centennial Anniversary, we have an opportunity to reflect on the impact our membership has  

had over the years. The Junior League of Houston would not be a strong organization without the exceptional women who have 

come before us: Our sustainers. The Junior League of Houston Sustaining Club ( JLHSC) welcomes sustaining members who  

want to stay connected to League friends through social, educational and philanthropic activities.

This year, the JLHSC was excited to implement the Sustainer Reengagement Campaign. The purpose of the campaign  

was to encourage sustainers who may have taken a step back from the League to become involved once again. Whitney Walsh, 

Sustaining Club President, challenged sustainers to invite one former League member to reinstate her membership with the  

Junior League of Houston. 

Whitney shared, “Re-

engaging sustainers is a priority 

this year and will continue to 

be in the upcoming years as we 

approach our 100th anniversary. 

In many cases, sustainers never 

meant to become inactive, either 

a dues statement was missed or 

the distraction of the past two-

year pandemic had a negative 

impact. We are reevaluating 

our communication efforts and already notice an uptick in our attendance for sustainer events. Our Emerita Tea in early April 

had 40 members registered! Their excitement to see each other again and reconnect over Junior League memories emphasizes the 

importance of maintaining these treasured relationships.”

The JLHSC has hosted several events throughout the 2021 – 2022 League year to welcome back sustainers and reunite old 

friends. In February, the Sustaining Club hosted a spring brunch where the women were able to gather together and talk about their 

favorite books. March was filled with two fun events - a bus tour of the gardens of the Azalea Trail and the opportunity to learn how 

to make macarons with our very own sustainer, Rebecca Adler. F
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AS  WE CLOSE OUT THE 2021  –  2022 LEAGUE YEAR,  WE ARE GR ATEFUL TO  
WE LCOME HOME SUSTAINERS WHO H AVE REINSTATED THEIR MEMBERSHIP.

by: Natalie Varela Bennett, Community Communications Manager
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Pediatrix® ENT of Houston has extensive experience 
diagnosing and treating infants, children and 
adolescents with common to complex ear, nose and 
throat conditions. We offer a full range of pediatric 
ENT services and provide a coordinated and 
individualized care plan for each patient’s unique 
diagnosis. In doing so, we actively collaborate with 
our patients, their families and their primary care 
physicians to devise a personalized treatment 
strategy. 

While addressing our patients’ medical needs is our 
top priority, providing a safe, comfortable 
environment is of utmost importance. Our 
board-certified and fellowship-trained physicians, 
advanced practice providers, nurses and 
administrative staff are committed to providing the 
best possible patient experience. 

Our mission is to improve the lives of every child 
entrusted to our care. We look forward to solving 
your child’s ENT-related issues.

Pediatrix ENT of Houston

©2022 Pediatrix Medical Group.

— Wasyl Szeremeta, M.D. 
     Practice Medical Director
     Pediatric Otolaryngologist 
     Pediatrix ENT of Houston

“My love for pediatric 
otolaryngology is rooted in my 
love for singing and 
communicating with both the 
singing and spoken voice. I knew 

I wanted to be an otolaryngologist 
when I first started medical school, 
being fascinated with the human 

ability to hear and speak and interact with 
the world. Furthermore, as I continued my 
training, I realized that I had a special 
talent and desire to work with children of 
all ages. I became keenly aware of how 
not being able to hear at a young age 
could impact someone’s ability to speak, 
learn and develop into the best they could 
be. My knowledge of pediatric 
otolaryngology and the ability to treat 
children allows for the opportunity to 
make changes whose effects are seen for 
the rest of that child’s life, whether it is 
something relatively straightforward such 
as improving hearing by controlling ear 
infections or improving quality of sleep by 
treating sleep apnea or something more 
complicated like repairing an airway that 
is too small and will not allow a child to 
breathe. The joy of happy children and 
grateful parents are the best reward for 
what I do, and I would not change it for 
anything.”

Learn more about our practice.

Clinician Spotlight: 

ENT OF HOUSTON



Enjoy the simple pleasures
of country life.

Are you dreaming of escaping to the country, either 
permanently or maybe just for your weekends and holidays? 
What if you could be relaxing on your country retreat in less 
than an hour and a half drive from Houston?

If you’re looking for a slower pace and an enhanced quality of 
life with your family and friends, there’s never been a better 
time to look for your perfect country home or ranch!

Searching for your property is best done with folks who have 
expert knowledge of the unique aspects of buying land and 
creating the perfect country home. Matt, Chris and Marianna 
live the country life and know what to look for in a quality 
property that your family can enjoy for generations to come! 

Matt and Chris are experts at seeing the potential in every 
property and then helping you make your vision come to life, 
whether it’s adding a pond or trails or even building a small-
scale ranching operation. 

Marianna and her husband left the hustle and bustle of Houston 
for the tranquility of country life, so she can help you find the 
perfect vacation home or a great family compound. Marianna 
is a third generation League member and loves helping fellow 
supporters of the League. 

If you’re dreaming of a slower, simpler and more fulfilling life 
in the country, give Matt, Chris and Marianna a call and let 
them get to work for you!

LoneStarRanchandHome.com
979-353-1731

Proud
supporter of The 

Junior League
of Houston, Inc.

CHRIS KAMPRATH MATT MONTGOMERY

MARIANNA BRUCE GIBLIN
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Texas Children’s Hospital and The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
unveil a brand new SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic

TE X AS  C HIL DRE N’S H OSPI TAL 
U N V E I L S  I T S  N E W  A N D  U P G R A D E D 

SUPER KI DS PEDIATR IC MOBILE  CLINIC
by: Lisa Linney, Finance Communications Manager

In November 2021, Texas Children’s Hospital unveiled its new, upgraded SuperKids 

Pediatric Mobile Clinic (SuperKids Mobile Clinic) which is a fully-equipped medical 

clinic in a customized motorcoach. The SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic enables the 

bilingual Care Team to provide immunizations, regular check-ups and urgent care to 

uninsured and under-resourced children in the greater Houston area. 

The SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic reduces inappropriate usage of emergency 

rooms by increasing access to health care. The Care Team promotes health education and 

healthy living in the communities it serves. The team also facilitates access to insurance 

and referrals to permanent medical homes. Baylor College of Medicine medical students 

and residents learn about barriers in caring for underserved children and the need to 

reduce disparities in health care by working alongside the physicians on the mobile clinic. 

The SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic primarily serves the Gulfton area in southwest 

Houston but can be seen all over Houston in areas of greatest need.
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Franny Coleman Gray, 2001 – 2002 Junior League of Houston 
President, at the 2000 SuperKids Mobile Clinic ribbon cutting 

To improve immunization rates, Texas Children’s Hospital launched 

the SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic in 2000 with the donation of a 

mobile clinic from The Junior League of Houston, Inc. The Junior League 

of Houston and Texas Children’s Hospital have partnered to serve the 

Houston community for more than 65 years. “Our combined initiatives have 

helped improve the health and well-being of thousands of children, and 

we look forward to continuing our partnership for years to come,” said Dr. 

Sanghamitra Misra, Medical Director, Texas Children’s Hospital Mobile 

Clinics Programs.

Texas Children’s Hospital and the Junior League of Houston unveil 
the first SuperKids clinic in 2000 

I get from the soil and spirit of Texas the feeling  
that I, as an individual, can accomplish whatever 
I want to, and there are no limits, that you just 
keep going, just keep soaring. I like that spirit. 

- Barbara Jordan

Cristina Torres, Texas Children’s Hospital Chairman, 

reminds us, “The League’s ongoing support for initiatives, like 

the SuperKids Pediatric Mobile Clinic, allows Texas Children’s 

Hospital to advance their mission of providing comprehensive 

health care and preventative education to underserved children 

in the Houston area. By supporting the SuperKids Pediatric 

Mobile Clinic, the League’s contribution bridges the gap for 

some of Houston’s most vulnerable populations.” F
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THE JUNIOR LEAGUE ’S 
INVESTMENTS COMMIT TEE

1)  BUILDING PRESERVATION FUND 

Assets earmarked for long-term 

preservation of the League 

building.

2)  OPERATING RESERVES FUND  

Funds held in reserves for 

Operating, Community, Tea Room, 

the Sara Houstoun Lindsey Fund 

and the Underwood Room Fund.

3)   LIQUID OPERATING  
RESERVES FUND  

A short-term investment vehicle 

for excess cash from the Operating 

Fund, Community Program Fund 

and Tea Room Fund.

4)  100TH ANNIVERSARY FUND 

Established to provide a 

meaningful gift to the Houston 

community in honor of the 

League’s 100th anniversary in 2025. 

CREATED IN 2008,  ITS CH ARGE IS  TO OVERSEE THE LEAGUE’S INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO, 

COMPRISED OF FOUR INVESTMENT FUNDS LISTED BELOW. AS OF MARCH 22,  2022,  THE COMBINED 

PORTFOLIO OF ALL FOUR FUNDS WAS OVER $13 MILLION.

by: Kaliko Veiseh,  
Investments Committee Member, 
Communications Sub-Council Assistant

DID YOU KNOW TH AT THE LEAGUE H AS AN INVESTMENTS 
CO MMITTEE INDEPENDENTLY RUN BY LEAGUE MEMBERS 
AND STAFF? 

The Investments Committee meets quarterly to review the performance of each fund and 

overall adherence to the investment policy statements. The League employs an outside investment 

professional to manage the assets according to the policies and objectives of each fund.

Of significant note has been the growth of the 100th Anniversary Fund, established in 2014 

– 2015. The 2016 – 2019 Long-Range Plan placed a dollar value goal in “…excess of $1 million for 

the 100th Anniversary gift with expectations of building the base of this gift from the Community 

Endowment Fund.” Beyond the initial fund goal in 2019, the 100th Anniversary Study recommended 

that the amount of the gift endeavor to be at least $2.5 million by 2025. As of February 28, 2022, the 

100th Anniversary Fund has grown to almost $1.8 million.

Contributions to the 100th Anniversary Fund have thus far been from internal sources of 

funding as indicated by the percentages noted below.

The Investments Committee is composed of the President, President-Elect, the Financial Vice 

President, full-time staff members, sustainer members, the Operations Treasurer, active members and 

the Investments Committee Assistant and Researcher. 

When asked what excites her about serving on the Investments Committee, Liz Williams, 

veteran Investments Committee Member and sustaining member said, “As a sustainer, far removed 

from the day-to-day activities of the League, it is great to be able to keep up with how the League 

is evolving over time while holding its core values constant.” The Investments Committee offers a 

fascinating look into the fiduciary role the Committee serves for the League, its assets and the  

future impact this organization can make in the community by being good stewards of these 

precious assets. F
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OF FUNDING AS  INDICATED BY THE PERCENTAGES NOTED BELOW.



10050 Buffalo Speedway    Houston, Texas 77054
713.942.8339    info@bosplace.org   bosplace.org

where hearts are healed.

Did you know  . . .  there is a 

Pregnancy Loss Grief Support Group 

for women who have experienced the 

perinatal death of a child through miscarriage 

or stillbirth?

Bo’s Place offers a Pregnancy Loss Grief Support 

Group at no cost to participants. 

At Bo’s Place we believe that sharing experiences 

with others in grief helps individuals move towards 

hope and healing.  

For more information about all of our support 

groups, please call us or visit our website. 

Because no one should ever have to grieve alone.

And help is closer than you think.

 

No one 
should ever 
have to 
grieve alone.
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Email or give us a call today!
Phone: 713.861.5511 | Email: info@mosslandscaping.com



111 N. Post Oak Lane, Houston, Texas 77024

713.685.6790  |  trellisspa.com

HAIR   NAILS   MAKEUP   FACIALS 
BODY TREATMENTS   SOAKING POOLS & GARDEN

                       Nicole Bakti Gown 

THE CROWN JEWEL 
OF HOUSTON

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON, INC.



“I feel like a warrior
    who has been through 
several battles.”

She was  
born to be an 
actress—and 
a mom.
Every woman has a story to tell. 
Meet Rebecca.

Rebecca knew from a very young age that even 
a hearing disability couldn’t prevent her from 
pursuing her acting dream. “I started acting as a 
child,” she says. “It’s something I’ve been doing on 
and off all of my life.” 

Born profoundly deaf, she grew up reading lips 
until she received bilateral cochlear implants in 
2001. She describes getting the implants as totally 
life-altering. Life’s certainly had its challenges. 

Rebecca battled an eating disorder around  
age 12 that lasted through her early 20s and 
getting pregnant wasn’t easy. She says, “When I 
was having trouble getting pregnant, I thought to 
myself, maybe I’m not supposed to be a mom. Or 
maybe I wasn’t getting pregnant because I wasn’t 
good to my body when I was younger.” 

She ultimately decided on fertility treatments  
at The Woman’s Hospital of Texas. “I had two 
babies growing inside of me but miscarried  
one of the twins. It was incredibly tragic and  
sad, but I was thankful for my viable baby.” 

Wanting to try for another child, Rebecca and her 
husband had more fertility treatments and four-
and-a-half years later, their second child was born. 
Having two healthy girls, she says she couldn’t be 
more blessed. “I feel like a warrior who has been 
through several battles.” 

To help her through these difficult times, she found 
it helpful to talk with other women. Hearing other 
women’s stories proved to be therapeutic. “I’m  
like – yes, girlfriend, I’ve been there! You realized  
if other people get through it, you can too.”

To learn about the fertility program at The 
Woman’s Hospital of Texas and begin your journey 
with us, visit womanshospital.com/fertility

TWHT_JLH Fertility Ad_v3.indd   2TWHT_JLH Fertility Ad_v3.indd   2 3/16/22   9:59 AM3/16/22   9:59 AM
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Sonya B. Coffman
CERTIFIED FAMILY MEDIATOR | CPA
BOARD CERTIFIED, FAMILY LAW –
  TEXAS BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION

3355 West Alabama | Suite 240
Houston, Texas 77098
713.528.6700
scoffman@coffmanlawfirm.com
www.texasfamilymediator.com

Mediating successful 
outcomes because  
family matters.

  Atlanta | Boston | Chicago | Charlotte | Dallas | Houston | Los Angeles | New York | Richmond                                                                                                                                  www.cr3partners.com

We plan. We implement. We drive change. We achieve results.                             

PARTNERS for the road ahead

CR3 Partners proudly supports the Junior League of Houston 
and their efforts to better the Houston community.                
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Over the last 15 years, podcast listening 

in the United States has grown by more than 

40 percent to an estimated 162 million people, 

according to The Infinite Dial, a surveyor of 

digital media consumer behavior. The popularity 

of podcast creation has also grown significantly, 

leaving those starting podcasts to ponder, “How 

do I get people invested enough to listen?”

For the Junior League of Houston, the 

answer was to create a podcast that serves the 

League’s training and education efforts for both 

its members and the Houston community. The other piece was not 

just to do it, but to do it well.

The idea for a JLH podcast originated with League member 

Laura Isensee O’Neil who saw it as an opportunity for the League to 

reach more people and experiment with its mission in a new format. 

After two years as a special project under the Communications 

Sub-Council, the League’s Board of Directors approved two new 

active placements, beginning with the 2021 – 2022 League year, for a 

Podcast Editor and a Podcast Producer/Host. 

With Isensee in the editor placement and Lauren Brown Kupor 

in the producer/host placement, the two began work towards the 

League’s first podcast episode.

“A lot of the development was in the conception of determining 

who this was for and why we are making it,” said Isensee. “Those big 

picture questions were some of the harder parts. Technically, the tricky 

part was finding the right mix of producing a quality podcast with 

something that would be sustainable long-term as part of the League.”

With the podcast serving as an extension of the League’s training 

efforts, Isensee and Kupor brainstormed topics and potential guests 

that aligned with the themes the League wanted to explore during the 

year. Those ideas were submitted to the Training 

and Education (T&E) Committee who then put 

forth the possibilities to Membership Council for 

approval, mirroring the process in place for all other 

T&E speakers.

By the end of the 2021 calendar year, two 

episodes of “She Becomes,” hosted by Kupor, had 

been released. The first, “Finding Your Voice: A 

Conversation with Malika Amandi,” was released 

on Sunday, September 26, 2021, followed by 

“Unlocking the Power of Less: A Conversation 

with Scott Sonenshein” on Sunday, November 14, 2021.

For Kupor, who has a background in television reporting, this 

placement has been an opportunity to jump back into storytelling in a 

new way.

“The podcast was something exciting to me,” Kupor said. 

“I love having the opportunity to interview different people from 

different backgrounds, tell their stories and share them with League 

members. The League is a training organization, and there’s always an 

opportunity to learn something new. For me, this placement has been 

a good reminder that there’s always a way to discover skills you didn’t 

know you had before - like how to host a podcast.”

With more episodes slated for 2022, Isensee looks forward to the 

long-term future of the podcast.

“I’m really proud of the episodes that are out and what’s to come,” 

said Isensee. “We’ve got a strong foundation, and there’s a lot of room 

for growth. I’m excited to see other League members get involved and 

contribute their ideas.”

Listen and subscribe to the JLH podcast by searching “She Becomes” 

on any major podcast app, including Apple Podcasts, Google, Spotify and 

Stitcher. F

by: Paige Fredrickson Pickert, Tea Room Communications Manager

SHE BECOMES IS A PODCAST FROM THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON ABOUT UNLOCKING 

THE POTENTIAL OF WOMEN AND TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF WOMEN LEADERS.

T H E  J L H
‘ S H E  B E C O M E S ’
P O D C AS T

NOW 
PLAYING
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Experience more 
MAGIC 

and less STRESS
*Mention this add for a free $25 Gift Card to be sent at time of travel

Concierge travel planning at
NO cost to you.

 
Disney World~ Disney Land

Disney Cruise Line
 Adventures by Disney

Universal Studios
 

 

Laura Carter
LauraCarter@TheVacationWizards.com

713-962-2119

COME ON BY THE PANTRY, Y’ALL!
The Pantry features frozen dinners and fresh bakery items prepared in the Tea Room Kitchen. 

Care packages and catering orders are also available. 

Please call 713.622.5965 to check inventory or to place an order.
The Pantry is open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.
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Spring
T E A  R O O M  E V E N T S

S P R I N G  S T Y L E  S H O W
On Thursday, March 31, 2022, 

League members and friends were 

treated to a one-night-only style show 

featuring the latest spring fashions from 

TOOTSIES and Hunter Bell NYC.
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----- continued
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 B U N N Y  B R U N C H 
League members and friends 

celebrated the start of spring on Sunday, 

April 10, 2022, with a fun-filled day of 

children’s games and crafts, an egg hunt  

and bunny photo opportunities. 
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B U B B L E S  &  B R U N C H 
Bubbles & Brunch was held on 

Sunday, April 24, 2022. Attendees 

enjoyed a three-course seated brunch 

with bottomless mimosas, wine or 

bubbles and informal modeling featuring 

bold, bright prints from Austin-based 

fashion designer Katie Kime. 

----- continued
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M O T H E R ’ S  D AY  L U N C H 
P R E S E N T E D  BY  T H E  W O M A N ’ S 
H O S P I TA L  O F  T E X AS

On Sunday, May 8, 2022, League members 

and friends gathered to celebrate the special 

women in their lives with an elegant buffet lunch 

in the Ballroom.
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We’re grateful for the Junior League women who have dedicated 
themselves to serving the Houston community for almost 100 years!

3815 WESTHEIMER | WESTHEIMER @ WESLAYAN | 713-386-1700
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Z O O  L I G H T S  –  D E C E M B E R  9 ,  2 0 2 1
On Thursday, December 9, 2021, several League members 

and their families participated in the 10th annual Zoo Lights at 

the Houston Zoo. While the animals rested, participants strolled 

through the beautifully decorated grounds featuring thousands of 

LED lights that illuminated the zoo. Displays included the Holiday 

Grove and Infinity Tunnel of Light. Membership events that allow 

members to bring their families are always a great time! Members 

and their families enjoyed a s’mores station, and children enjoyed 

visiting with Santa.

Membership 
E N G A G E M E N T 

EVENTS
By: Natalie Varela Bennett, Community Communications Manager

AT  T H E  B E G I N N I N G  O F  T H E  2 0 2 1  –  2 0 2 2  L E A G U E 

Y E A R ,  P R E S I D E N T  J E N N I F E R  S C H E I F L E Y 

R O B E R T S  S H A R E D  H E R  T H E M E ,  P O W E R  O F 

O N E .  S I N C E  T H E N ,  T H E  L E A G U E  C O M M U N I T Y 

H AS  S H O W N  T H E I R  S U P P O R T  F O R  T H E  T H E M E 

BY  PA R T I C I PAT I N G  I N  VA R I O U S  M E M B E R S H I P 

E N G A G E M E N T  E V E N T S  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  Y E A R .
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R E P U B L I C  B O O T  C O M PA N Y

“Boot Scootin’ Boogie” would accurately describe 

the January Membership Engagement Event at Republic 

Boot Company. On January 20, 2022, the Training and 

Education Committee and Charity Ball Committee 

co-hosted members to kick off Charity Ball and rodeo 

season at the company’s new Heights location. Members 

wore their best western attire to learn about the history 

of boots and boot making. The event included the six key 

elements of building a custom cowboy boot and closed 

out with a refreshing beverage and the ladies taking a 

twirl on the dance floor.

S T.  A R N O L D ’ S  B R E W E R Y
Cheers to good friends and cold beers! The March 

Membership Engagement Event brought members 

together at a local hotspot in Houston. On March 24, 

2022, members enjoyed their favorite craft beer and 

delicious food at St. Arnold’s Brewery in the ever-so-

popular Beer Garden. Everyone that attended also 

participated in a tour of the brewery which included 

the history of the brewery and the beer-making process. 

Many of our members were surprised to learn that St. 

Arnold’s is the oldest craft brewery in the state of Texas! 

An opportunity to gather with League friends after a long 

day of work is always a good idea!

Y O G A  AT  T H E  L E A G U E
On April 7, 2022, League members had the 

opportunity to take advantage of combining two of their 

favorite things: yoga and the Junior League! Members 

enjoyed participating in a professional-led yoga class at 

the League building led by active member Katie Hall 

Schexnayder. Some members experienced their first 

yoga class, while others were yoga veterans. Regardless 

of the yoga experience, the ladies started off with basic 

yoga poses and learned new positions to help improve 

their form. After the class ended, members enjoyed 

some healthy snacks and juices that were provided by  

the Tea Room. F
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The 1950s was a decade full of celebration, success, growth 

and transformation for the Junior League of Houston. On January 

24, 1950, the League celebrated 25 years of service to the Houston 

community with a special meeting filled with cake, flowers and 

stories. League President Lenoir Bowen Hamman convened the 

festivities by handing the proceedings over to Adelaide Lovett 

Baker, one of the League’s founding members. Fellow founders 

assisted by delivering humorous reports on the state of the 

League. Over 25 years, the League had not only survived the usual 

challenges that come with nurturing an organization but also  

those brought on by the Great Depression and World War II. 

The Junior League Children’s Clinic of the Hermann Hospital 

Outpatient Department, more commonly known as the Junior 

League Children’s Clinic, moved to Hermann in December 1944. 

At the urging of Hermann, the League created the Wards project 

in 1946. Modeled after programs at Motts Children’s Hospital 

in Michigan and Babies and Children’s Hospital of Columbia 

Presbyterian, volunteers worked with hospital staff, including 

occupational therapists, to provide in-patient activities such as 

crafts and games for children receiving extended treatment. The 

Junior League Children’s Clinic benefited greatly from the arrival 

of Dr. Russell Blattner, a nationally respected pediatrician recruited 

by Baylor College of Medicine to chair its pediatric department 

in 1947. 

Dr. Blattner shared a secretary with the League in France 

Heyck and directed all pediatric activities at Hermann. He was 

also instrumental in bringing the Junior League Children’s Clinic 

over to Texas Children’s Hospital where it would become the 

Junior League Diagnostic Clinic in 1954. 

At the same time, the League worked with Hermann to create 

the Model Well-Baby Clinic, providing regular examinations and 

vaccinations. League President Carolyn Monteith Clarke and 

Model Well-Baby Clinic Chairman Betsey Calhoun Reichert 

proudly noted that it became one of three locations in the United 

States selected to study the effectiveness of the Sabin polio vaccine 

in 1959. 

Beyond its work at the hospitals, the League continued its 

long-term project providing tours and other special programs at 

the Museum of Fine Arts Houston. In the 1949 – 1950 League 

year, tours were provided to 4,388 children by trained League 

volunteers. That number grew steadily over the years, and during 

the 1959 – 1960 League year, 13,398 children participated in 

League-led tours. 

Children’s Theater, a mainstay since 1930, put on numerous 

plays in collaboration with the Civic Theater through the early 

1950s. The League 

decided to pursue 

a new direction 

in children’s 

entertainment in 

1954 – 1955 when 

it added a puppetry 

team to the Children’s 

Theater Committee. 

Volunteers learned 

how to make puppets 

and selected “How the 

Dragon Got a Dime” 

100 Years Later:
The 1950s –  
A Time of 
Celebration  
and Growth

by: Kaitlin McLellan, League Archives Assistant Chairman – Centennial Anniversary and Susan Richardson Barnes, Centennial Anniversary Sustainer Advisor

Sally Smith, Chairman and Elise Walton
Puppetry Program, 1950s

----- continued
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The provisional class of 1955

----- continued
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and “Wolf, Wolf ” for the first shows. These were so successful 

that puppetry became a stand-alone committee in 1955 – 1956. 

Having first dabbled in radio with the Children’s Theater 

Committee during the war, the League experimented more 

extensively with radio and then television. In 1951, League 

members hosted a Saturday morning radio show on KXYZ 

called “The Pirate’s Game” featuring stories, a game and prizes. 

By 1952 – 1953, radio gave way to television with the League 

creating a program for KUHT called “Know Your Museum.” 

KPRC made room for six episodes of the League’s “Adventures 

in Art” between January and May 1954. KUHT broadcasted the 

Children’s Theater production of “Buford the Book Worm” in 

spring 1955. The last chapter in the League’s television adventures 

occurred in 1955 – 1956 with a 13-week series on KUHT called 

“Parents and Dr. Spock.” These half-hour films concluded with a 

League member introducing representatives from local agencies 

who could assist Houston families with similar issues.

The 1950s also marked the beginning of the League’s 

partnership with the Houston Museum of Natural Science 

(HMNS), then the Museum of Natural History. The League 

provided occasional grants and volunteers for a few years and 

then established a docent program in 1956 – 1957. This became 

a full-fledged project in 1957 – 1958 with volunteers leading 

“nature tours” where they took museum exhibits to various 

hospitals and classrooms. While our work with HMNS and 

others have evolved over the last several decades, the partnerships 

remain strong. 

Due to the success of Charity Ball, an annual event beginning 

in 1949, and the Luncheon Club, a stalwart source of income 

since 1925, the League was able to provide significant and 

sustained financial support to the community. Between 1951 and 

1956, the League provided $212,000 for a variety of projects. 

The League’s membership also grew steadily in the 1950s. 

By 1957, the League had reached 1,000 members and became 

the fifth largest Junior League chapter in the country. Reflecting 

on the milestone, President Sara Houstoun Lindsey remarked, 

“I feel certain that the 12 charter members of our League never 

dreamed that within 32 years the Houston League membership 

would total 1,000. Yes, during 1957 – 1958, the Junior League of 

Houston will reach 1,000 members! This is indeed a staggering 

The provisional class of 1955
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progress and accomplishment by all our members.” Between 1950 

and 1960, League membership went from 628 to 1,056, a 40 

percent increase. The growing community of sustainers formed the 

Sustaining Club in 1959 with Mary Louise Bagby serving as the first 

President. 

With the same thoughtfulness that is applied today, the members 

of the League undertook major studies of every aspect of the League’s 

functions from projects and placements, to by-laws and admissions. 

Each year saw a new slate of remarkable women working hard to 

ensure that the Junior League of Houston would continue to serve 

the Houston community for many more years to come. At the start 

of the decade, the League reminded members of “16 Ways to Kill an 

Organization,” a pertinent reminder of the things members should 

avoid in order to preserve all of the hard work of the members who 

served before, so that future members may continue to serve the 

Houston community for another 100 years. 

“My real satisfaction, shared I am sure by all of the early members 

and those similarly inspired who work today, stems from the fact that 

in our League many highly endowed individuals can work together to 

produce a fine whole; can submerge themselves in the interest of their 

jobs and the success of the group project. The growth of the local 

Junior League is synonymous with that of Texas and Houston. Our 

League has been a dynamic member of the Associated Junior Leagues 

of America. May it continue to be so.” – Adelaide Lovett Baker, 

January 24, 1950, reflecting on the League’s 25th anniversary. F Founding Members at the 25th Anniversary Celebration, 1950

Willynn Couch
Summer Reading Program, 1950s
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Each year, The Junior League of Houston, Inc. provides Community 

Assistance Grants to worthwhile organizations that do not receive 

ongoing volunteer support or financial assistance through the 

League’s Community Projects. The League’s Community Assistance 

Committee reviews the grant requests based on their alignment with 

member-determined focus areas and conducts site visits before 

making recommendations for funding. When selecting recipients, 

the Committee considers whether an agency request would address 

a critical or basic need, fund a pilot project or expand a significant 

service to the community. 
By: Kaylen Olwin, Assistant Editor

2021
2022
COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS

COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE 
GRANTS
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St. Bernard Project, Inc. 
The St. Bernard Project, Inc. is an organization that 

provides disaster resiliency and recovery support. The 

League funds will support the rebuilding program in 

Houston to help recovery and rebuild efforts from 

Hurricane Harvey and Winter Storm Uri. 

The Children’s Assessment Center 
Foundation 

The Children’s Assessment Center Foundation provides 

a professional, compassionate and coordinated approach 

to the treatment of sexually abused children and their 

families. With support from The Junior League of 

Houston, Inc.’s funds, The Children’s Assessment Center 

Foundation will support the agency’s “Every Child Has 

Access Fund” that provides families with assistance for 

services such as food, transportation, internet, housing, 

protective orders and domestic violence intervention.

The HEART Program 

The HEART Program provides structured independence 

for individuals aged 14 to 22 with developmental 

disabilities through education, training and employment 

programs. The League funds will support a four-week 

Summer Youth Internship Program that couples 

classroom, leadership and learning with hands-on job 

experience at the Houston Food Bank in its warehouse 

and café.

YES Prep Public Schools 

The YES Prep Public Schools is an open-enrollment 

public charter school system serving students in grades 

Pre-K through third grade and grades six through 12 

in Houston’s underserved communities. The League 

funds will support the Elementary Literacy Program 

that provides curriculum-approved books for classroom 

libraries and personalized reading bags for students to 

take home.

Young Women’s Preparatory Network 

The Young Women’s Preparatory Network is a non-

profit organization focused on supporting single-sex 

college preparatory, public education in Texas that will 

give young women in urban schools the academic skills to 

achieve success in college and in life. The League’s grant 

will support the agency’s “To and Through College Path” 

program, specifically supporting college tours for students 

at Houston’s Young Women’s Prep. F 

Association for the Advancing of  
Mexican Americans (AAMA) 
The Association for the Advancing of Mexican Americans (AAMA) provides 

affordable child care for children ages six weeks to five years old at its Early 

Childhood Center in the East End community of Houston. AAMA’s Early 

Childhood Center opened in 1999 and provides affordable, quality care for low 

income families. League funds will provide the Early Childhood Center with a 

die-cut machine, laminator, supplies and professional development courses for 

its staff.

Chance for Hope Foundation 

The Chance for Hope Foundation provides support services to children with 

cancer and their families. League funds will support the organization’s Residence 

Program and provide an additional one-bedroom, fully-furnished apartment in 

the Texas Medical Center at no cost to the families of the pediatric cancer patients.

FACES Autism 

The Foundation for Autism Care, Education and Services (FACES) provides 

educational scholarships for Applied Behavior Analysis therapy to Houston area 

children with autism spectrum disorder. A portion of the Barbara and Roy Adams 

Endowment will go towards the League’s funding of the scholarship program. 

Foster Care Advocacy Center 

The Foster Care Advocacy Center provides holistic advocacy for children and 

parents involved in the child welfare system. This is the only non-profit law office 

in Texas that employs a model of representation where staff social workers and 

staff attorneys work together to provide legal representation. The League funds 

will support a preventative legal advocacy pilot program where discrete legal needs 

are addressed prior to children being placed into foster care.

Girls Empowerment Network 

The Girls Empowerment Network focuses on female students from grades three 

through 12 at Title I schools in Houston by teaching them how to build self-

confidence and believe in their ability to be unstoppable. The League funds will 

support approximately 30 female students through their weekly Girl Connect 

program, bringing the total number of female students to approximately 300 in 

the Houston Independent School District. 

San Francisco Nativity Academy of Houston 

The San Francisco Nativity Academy of Houston (SFNA), is a tuition-free, 

private Christian school that serves approximately 100 students in Pre-K through 

third grade. The League funds will support the SFNA Breakfast Program which 

provides free breakfast to students before morning classes. 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Inc. 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, Inc. ensures that no child has to sleep on the floor and 

provides fully-built and supplied beds to families that have requested them. The 

funds from this grant will support a Bed Build Day that will provide 40 bunk 

beds, mattresses, sheets and comforters.
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LEAGUE LEGENDS ANNUAL FUND DONORS
DIAMOND LEGEND

Brice Family Charitable Fund at Schwab Charitable

Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Padon

PLATINUM LEGEND 
Ms. Helyna Bledsoe and Mr. John Thompson  

in honor of Jennifer Roberts

Fidelity Charitable  
on behalf of Pengelly Family Charitable Fund, a donor-advised fund

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund  
on behalf of The John and Renee Hawkins Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Gutierrez

Ms. Sally Anne Schmidt

GOLD LEGEND
Mrs. Nancy Allen

Ms. William Allison  
in memory of Mrs. Joan Hazelhurst

Mrs. Janice Barrow

Benevity for Microsoft  
on behalf of Kristin Collins 

Benevity for Piper Sandler Companies  
on behalf of Caroline Armour

Mrs. Jeanette Collins

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred James Fatica

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Lehnertz Faulkner

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Morris Frankel

Ms. Shine George

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund  
on behalf of The Husseini Family Fund

Mrs. Daniel Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Joplin

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Louis Karakasians

Keith and Mattie Stevenson Foundation

Kendra Scott Design, Inc.

Kirby Inland Marine  
on behalf of Caroline Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. Brandt Arthur Leibe

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Miller

Mrs. Charles S. Oden  
in memory of Nina Maria Cole

Ms. Anne Reed

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Schnitzer

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Shushtari

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Stuart Smith

Mr. and Mrs. J. Terry Strange

Mr. and Mrs. James Hawley Tichenor

YourCause for Crestwood  
on behalf of Susan Bailey

SILVER LEGEND
Benevity for Phillips 66  

on behalf of Jordan Brister and  
Theresa Helvenston

Benevity for Western Midstream Partners  
on behalf of Laura Gieseke

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Blaine Brown

Chevron Matching  
on behalf of Amanda Hanks Bayles

Friend of the League

Greater Houston Community Foundation  
on behalf of Catherine Mosbacher and Judy Sauer

Houston Contractors Association

Mr. and Mrs. John Anthony King

KPMG on behalf of Katherine Lacey
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maclean

Mr. and Mrs. Corbett Mermis

Ms. Abbey Roberson

Mr. and Mrs. Steven William Roberts  
in honor of the 2021 – 2022 Board of Directors

Ms. Hayley Sartin

Ms. Anne Sears and Mr. Bill Peltier

Mr. and Mrs. William Joseph Singleton III

Ms. Janet Springer

Ms. Sara Thomas  
in honor of Kristen Thomas Herndon

Mrs. Sellers Thomas Jr.

Ms. Laura Thompson

Vanguard Charitable  
on behalf of Mrs. Tommie J. Beck

Ms. Janne Williams  
in memory of Martha F. Singleton

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Alison Womack
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BRONZE LEGEND

Mr. and Ms. John Charles Anjier Jr.

Ms. Megan Anson and Mr. Phillip David White

Mr. and Mrs. John Matthew Antel

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Vincent Armstrong, II

Mr. and Mrs. J. Tim Arnoult  
in honor of Jennifer Scheifley Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. Thawda Aung

Mrs. Eleanor Bailey 

Mr. and Mrs. David Michael Bash

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Bash

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Baughman  
in honor of Jennifer Weinstock
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bayles

Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Beckham Jr.

Benevity for Abbot Laboratories  
on behalf of Anna Bramanti

Benevity for Nordstrom  
on behalf of Kalinda Campbell

Benevity for Phillips 66  
on behalf of Megan Fristoe

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Blackburn III

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Blomberg

Ms. Megan Brahm

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lamar Brem

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Robert Brown

Ms. Beth Brownlee

Ms. Joan Buschor

Ms. Jacqueline Camphor

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy James Carlson

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Marvin Carpenter Jr.  
in memory of Sara Harrell Lucas

Ms. Janet Cavanaugh

Dr. and Mrs. Darren Chapman

Mrs. Jean Chernosky

Chevron matching  
on behalf of Steph Magers

Ms. Jenny Childers

Ms. Mary Clark

Mr. and Mrs. J.D. Collado

Mr. and Ms. Craig Collins Esq.

Mrs. Nellie Colson

Ms. Ann Corrigan

Ms. Cynthia Coselli

Mrs. Almeria Cottingham

Ms. Eleanor “Andy” Delery

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Donewar

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Doyle

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Alan Durham

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Eggenschwiler

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lee Elsenbrook

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Essalih

Fidelity Charitable for Apache Corporation  
on behalf of Kathleen Disher

Friends of the League

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Henry Fusillo

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Edward Ganucheau

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony A. Garcia

Ms. Lauren Gates

Ms. Mary Gilbert

Ms. Stephanie Goldfield

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Goss

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Gunderson  
in memory of Patsy Van Stone

Ms. Kathleen Hackedorn

Ms. Lauren Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. C. Michael Harrington

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hays

Ms. Mariam Hejazi

Ms. Janis Henry

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Houstoun

Mr. and Mrs. Brent Mark Howard  
in honor of Communications Sub-Council

Ms. Mary Itz

JLH - Sustainer Transfer Club

Ms. Charlene Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Scott Keyes

Mr. and Mrs. William Kost

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Michael Lasseigne

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Lietzow

Mr. and Mrs. Keith G. Little

Mrs. Pamela Lovett

Mr. and Mrs. John Joseph Mackel III

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Madget III

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Griffith Martin

Mr. and Mrs. D. Patrick McCelvey

Mr. and Mrs. C. Alan McClure  
in honor of Caroline Sabin

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Michelman

Ms. Jacqueline Monheit  
in memory of Max Monheit,  

exemplary husband and admirer of JLH!
Mr. and Mrs. Claude H. Mullendore  

in memory of Tany Hopper
Ms. Marie Newton

Mrs. F. William Othon  
in memory of Mr. F. William Othon

Mr. and Mrs. Chris C. Pappas in memory of Mimi 
and Dr. Donald P. Ford

Mr. and Mrs. William Peterson

Mr. and Mrs. Nick Petree

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Pierce

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Pivec

Ms. Martha Presley

Mr. and Mrs. John Randolph

Dr. and Mrs. John Charles Ribble  
in honor of Mary Hale McLean
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Richardson

Ms. Robin Ringwald  
in memory of Wanda Ringwald

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Loring Roach Jr.  
in honor of Melissa Garlington

Mrs. Sybil F. Roos  
in honor of Rebecca Adler
Ms. Kristiann Rushton

Mr. and Mrs. Jason Michael Ryan

Mr. and Mrs. Randhir Sahni

Salesforce Donation Match  
on behalf of Chelsea Snell

Ms. Rose Anne Scott  
in honor of Francita Stuart Ulmer

Mrs. Dorothy Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Snell

Ms. Jennifer Stewart

Ms. Lisa Stone

Ms. Selena Stuchly

Mrs. Betty Taylor

Ms. Laura Thompson  
in memory of John Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Kelton Christopher Tonn

Mr. and Mrs. Jorge Toranzo  
in honor of my parents

Mr. and Mrs. James Gary Ulmer  
in honor of Stephanie Lowrey Magers and in memory of 
Mary Vereen Huguenin - Co-editor, Charleston Receipts 

(The first Junior League Cookbook)
Mr. and Mrs. John Van Lant

Mr. and Mrs. Coleby Weinstock

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Barlow Wilkens IV  
in honor of Becky Pivec

Mrs. Sandra P. Wilkens  
in honor of Mary Lee Hackedorn Wilkens

Ms. Tamra Wilkerson

Ms. Adrianna Williams

Ms. Jennifer Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Reid C. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan H. Wimberly

Ms. Sameka Wood

Ms. Margaret Woodruff

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Alan Young

The Junior League of Houston, Inc. has made every effort to include all donors on the listing herein and  
apologizes for any errors or omissions. This listing is as of May 6, 2022.



T H E  L E A G U E ’ S  R E S P O N S E  T O

M E N T A L  H E A LT H  I M P A C T S
 OF COVID-19

By: Eleanor Keeling Faulkner, Membership Communications Manager

he Junior League of Houston is known for providing support to the 

Houston community. However, over the past two years, the League 

has been challenged by the COVID-19 pandemic to turn inward 

and support members who are experiencing crisis or struggling with 

mental health. The League has responded by creating a Care & 

Concern Group to provide our members with a support system and 

has addressed the topic in both a general and group meeting. 

President Jennifer Scheifley Roberts conceptualized the 

Care & Concern Group and worked with Membership Vice 

President Sara-Nell Van Lant and the 92 members of the group 

to serve members in times of need. In its inaugural year, the Care 

& Concern Group has already made an impact by providing a 

space for members to know they will find help. The group wrote 

weekly notes of encouragement to a member going through a 

life struggle that none of us can comprehend and also provided 

Christmas presents and a holiday meal to another member who 

was personally struggling but knew celebrating the holiday would 

provide normalcy to her family. Sara-Nell says she is proud of 

“the sheer number of members who are willing to donate their 

time to serve others. Hearing about the difference made and seeing 

how important a personal connection is in times of hardship 

is encouraging.”

In October, Dr. Catherine Powers-James spoke at the general 

meeting, “The Power of One Self.” Dr. Powers-James discussed how 

the effects of cumulative stress has impacted mental health. She 

reassured members that a wide range of feelings and reactions to 

our current circumstances are normal and reminded us to prioritize 

progress over perfection. She offered tips for coping and managing 

stress, gave reminders about self-care and resources for additional 

help. 

During the January Group Meeting, “Journaling to Better 

Mental Health,” licensed professional counselors Latrice Wynne 

and Kiara Meada addressed the increase in depression, anxiety 

and alcohol use as a result of the pandemic. “Given the COVID 

variants, this was the first in-person group meeting in some time. 

The ability to form connections and community in person was 

lovely to be a part of,” expressed Meetings Assistant Chairman 

DaviAnn Worthington. Attendees received a gratitude journal 

and participated in journaling exercises, Q&A and a discussion on 

self-care. F

T
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LOVING HOUSTON SINCE 1987.

950 Corbindale, #100 
Houston, TX 77024Keller Williams Memorial @marvsellshouston

EXPERIENCED
negotiator

real estate broker
TRUSTED

RELENTLESSLESSLY
commited to clients

MARIAM HEJAZI

Voted Houston 
Chronicle’s 2021 
BEST of the BEST 
“Best Realtor in 

Houston”

Voted HAR.com 
TWENTY UNDER 

FORTY Rising 
Stars in Real 

Estate

832.465.6458
mariam@marvelousinhouston.com

Mariam Hejazi
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Toyota RAV4 Hybrid

WHEN PEOPLE GIVE  
 COMMUNITIES THRIVE. 

Gulf States Toyota is proud to sponsor The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
and its volunteers for all they do to make their community a better place.

Toyota RAV4 Hybrid

WHEN PEOPLE GIVE  
 COMMUNITIES THRIVE. 

Gulf States Toyota is proud to sponsor The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
and its volunteers for all they do to make their community a better place.

Toyota RAV4 Hybrid

WHEN PEOPLE GIVE  
 COMMUNITIES THRIVE. 

Gulf States Toyota is proud to sponsor The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
and its volunteers for all they do to make their community a better place.

Toyota RAV4 Hybrid

WHEN PEOPLE GIVE  
 COMMUNITIES THRIVE. 

Gulf States Toyota is proud to sponsor The Junior League of Houston, Inc.  
and its volunteers for all they do to make their community a better place.

We’re Growing with You!
Proudly Supporting Junior League of Houston

713-666-7884     kids-teeth.com

Rita M. Cammarata  DDS
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist • Founder/Owner

Adam C. Shisler  DDS, MSD
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist • Owner

Brenden E. Taylor  DDS, MSD
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist • Owner
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THE
MONOGRAM 
SHOP

5876 San Felipe
Houston, TX 77057
@themonogramshop
monogramshophouston.com

specialty gifts for every occasion

“Identify darkness in the society and find ways to help 
illuminate it”

 - Sunday Adelaja
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        ate Junior League of Houston sustaining member  

Judy Ohlrogge Cedeño is fondly remembered through 

the publication of her children’s alphabet book, Journey from A – Z 

with Teacher Judy: An Alphabetical and Animal-Filled Adventure. 

In 2016, Judy had remarried and was living in Ecuador teaching 

English to local children as Judy Ohlrogge Cedeño. A lifelong animal 

lover, Judy began writing a book to help her students learn the 

alphabet through rhymes and names of various creatures. The book 

introduces animals from around the world with colorful illustrations, 

and Teacher Judy is 

the guide. Elements 

throughout the 

book reflect Judy’s 

personal love of 

animals - the dog 

and cat characters 

are based on her 

pets, and the animal 

necklace that Teacher Judy wears on the book’s cover is a piece of 

jewelry that she actually owned.

When Judy’s son, Alex Tandy, visited her in Ecuador in 2016,  

Judy mentioned her desire for the book to be edited, illustrated and 

printed. Alex tried to assist, but the project did not come to fruition 

at that time. 

Sadly, Judy 

passed away in 

2019, and her 

book remained 

unpublished. 

When 

Alex returned 

to Ecuador to 

seek closure on 

her passing, he 

remembered the 

book that his mother had left unfinished. He knew that he wanted 

to publish the book as a tribute to her memory and began writing 

the remainder of the book in 2019. Early on, Alex sought the help 

of his cousin, Ryan Scott Tandy, to assist with finishing the work. In 

early 2020, Alex began a successful crowdfunding campaign to help 

fund the publishing process. Over 185 people from around the world 

contributed. And in December 2020, with the help of his cousin, Alex 

finally published the book as a co-author with his beloved late mother.

  By: Valerie Garate Ramirez, Development Communications Manager  
and Eleanor Keeling Faulkner, Membership Communications Manager
  By: Valerie Garate Ramirez, Development Communications Manager  
and Eleanor Keeling Faulkner, Membership Communications Manager

 T H E  L E A G U E  R E M E M B E R S 

JUDY OHLROGGE CEDEÑO 

“TEACHER 
       JUDY”

L  
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In late 2021, the book received first place out of over 1,500 entries 

in the Alphabet and Counting Book Category at the 2021 Moonbeam 

Children’s Book Awards. 

One judge commented, 

“Congratulations on creating 

maybe the coolest alphabet book 

I’ve ever seen! (My mother was 

a librarian!)” In the spring of 

2022, Alex donated 50 copies 

of the book to kindergartners at 

Houston Independent School 

District’s Fonwood Early 

Childhood Center in preparation 

for their summer break.

Alex shares, “When you 

open this book, know that 

it has captured my mother’s 

essence—a fiercely independent 

woman who was caring, funny 

and energetic. And when you 

read this book to children, know 

that you are sharing the magic of Teacher Judy with them.” Judy’s 

altruistic personality extended to community service. She was a giving 

person and naturally found a home at the Junior League of Houston. 

Alex recalls his mother’s love for the League, a place she frequently 

mentioned to him, where she contributed recipes for cookbooks and 

enjoyed volunteering in the Tea Room. 

To read more from Alex about the process of publishing Journey 

from A – Z with Teacher 

Judy: An Alphabetical and 

Animal-Filled Adventure, 

the book he knows his 

mother would have loved 

to share with the League, 

visit the book’s website: 

www.teacherjudy.com.  

To purchase the book, use 

the code TJLOVESJLH 

for 25 percent off. F
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© 2020 DOUGLAS ELLIMAN REAL ESTATE. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.       2001 KIRBY STE 600 HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019  281.652.5588

The Next 
Move 
is Yours

Handling All 
Your Real Estate

Needs in 
Houston’s Nicest 
Neighborhoods!

While there’s no way around 
life’s transitions, it is possible 
to move through them with 
more intentionality, clairty, 
and confidence.

As an executive coach and 
former strategy consultant, 
Katie Baird supports highly 
motivated individuals as they 
grow personally and 
professionally through life’s 
milestones.

With experience coaching 
leaders across Fortune 100 
companies and emerging 
start ups, Katie’s coaching 
style prioritizes candid 
reflection, strategic thinking, 
and a healthy dose of humor.

bairdcoaching@gmail.com

ksbairdcoaching.com

202.804.1213
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